



Camera on Musician(s)
PRELUDE                                                                           I Want to Walk As a Child of the Light 
Kathleen Thomerson (1934 - 2025)
Arr. M. Burkhardt
	
Right away at beginning of Prelude
BRINGING IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST                                                               Acolyte


Camera on Pulpit
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    	Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
 Upcoming meetings this week: Administration Committee Wednesday at 6:30pm


Text on Slide 	
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                     Jody Zaiser
Give thanks for the Lord’s goodness, God’s love is steadfast and forever.
God has gathered us from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south, and rescued us from trouble.
When you wandered as if in the desert, hungry and thirsty for God,
God heard our cries and revived our fainting souls, leading us home.
Give thanks for God’s steadfast love, for the wonderful things God has done and is doing for us.
God’s grace satisfies the hunger in our hearts, and fills us with compassion, hope, and peace. We will praise God’s name always! (based on Psalm 107)


Text on Slide 	Jody Reads
PRAYER OF THE DAY                                             Listen to the words of Susan Palo Cherwien	
Jody Zaiser
Creator of the Stars of night, who shaped the worlds in love and sweetly sang to us the great alleluia, accept now our hearty and faltering hymns of worship and join us to the morning stars
and all the galaxy of saints, through Jesus Christ, the risen Morningstar.  Amen.

Ruth Duck, the writer of our hymn of praise, was an ordained pastor, a liturgical theologian, and professor of worship who taught for 27 years at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary.  Through her early experiences as a pastor, she noticed that the language used in worship books and hymnals to name God was, almost exclusively, masculine. This was the impetus for her production of two inclusive language worship sources.  Brian Wren, a fellow hymnist, states that “Ruth Duck has consistently and persistently sought for worship language that expands our vision of the divine mystery and makes all human beings visible”.


Camera on Choir
Hymn Text on Slide 
*HYMN OF PRAISE #653       	                                   Give Thanks to God Who Hears Our Cries	
Stanzas 1, 2 & 6
Ruth Duck (1947 – 2024)

Camera on Lectern
READ BY:                                                                                                 	Jody Zaiser
In the Reformed Tradition, when we worship, we confess not only our own sin,
but that of the world, in the confidence that God’s grace will abound.

13th Sunday after Pentecost, August 23, 2026 | 10AM | Christ Presbyterian Church
Camera on Lectern			
1

*CALL TO CONFESSION	                                                                                         Jody Zaiser
The idea for this hymn occurred to the author when she was digging out weeds in a long-neglected garden. Those deep roots obstructing the growth of the flowers near them made her consider how bitterness and resentment can become entrenched and destroy all joy and peace.  The only hope is, by God’s grace, to learn to forgive.


Camera on Choir
Hymn Text on Slide 
*HYMN OF CONFESSION #444       	                                         Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive
Rosamond E. Herklots (1905 - 1987)
Stanza 1: Women’s Ensemble; Stanzas 2 and 4: Congregation

Text on Slide 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                            God the Redeemer	
Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
It is hard to know God 
from the mountains alone. 
Not impossible, but hard. 
It is hard to know God 
from the yearnings of the heart alone. 
Not impossible, but hard. 
And so there was sent among us 
a person, a human being, 
so open to God 
so connected to God 
so one with God 
that God flowed through him like a river 
and love incarnated in his every cell. 
At such love the stars shimmered into light. 
At such love demons cried out and fled. 
At such love the earth quaked and stones rolled. 
For in this person 
love incarnate shone out with the glory of God. 
Glory and humility dwelt together. 
God and human dwelt together. 
And there could be no more mistake in understanding: God is love. 
God is love. 
And God's powerful desire 
is to bring us, 
like the Christ, love incarnate, 
into that love. 
All creation will cry 
"Blessed!"


Response Music/Text on Slide 
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  	To God Be the Glory, Stanza 1
Fanny Crosby
Please see monitors


Camera wide angle from back of sanctuary
*PASSING OF THE PEACE                                                                      Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
May the peace of Christ be with you. And also, with you.


Camera on Lectern
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                                  Jody Zaiser                        
God, open our eyes that we may see your truth.  And place in our hands the key that unclasps us and sets us free.

Camera on Choir
Hymn Text on Slide 
*HYMN #451     	                                                                               Open My Eyes that I May See
Stanza 2 
Clara Scott (1841 – 1897)


Text on Slide 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 51:1-6                                                                 Jody Zaiser
Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness,
    you who seek the Lord.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn
    and to the quarry from which you were dug.
2 Look to Abraham your father
    and to Sarah, who bore you,
for he was but one when I called him,
    but I blessed him and made him many.
3 For the Lord will comfort Zion;
    he will comfort all her waste places
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
    her desert like the garden of the Lord;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
    thanksgiving and the voice of song.
4 Listen to me, my people,
    and give heed to me, my nation,
for a teaching will go out from me
    and my justice for a light to the peoples.
5 I will bring near my deliverance swiftly;
    my salvation has gone out,
    and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
    and for my arm they hope.
6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens
    and look at the earth beneath,
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
    the earth will wear out like a garment,
    and those who live on it will die like gnats,[a]
but my salvation will be forever,
    and my deliverance will never be ended.
READING	God Is Praised in Hope
Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
God is praised in hope. 
God is praised in those who do not succumb 
to sarcasm and despair. 
Those who find a song in the cold night 
and the beauty in each day 
survive 
are not cast down 
are not crushed. 
Suffering is a pregnant night and hope brings us to the dawn. Hope shines our way through wilderness
To the new, the unexpected
the longed for. 
In hope we find the beauty of each moment
The song in the night 
The possible behind the pain 
The dance behind the darkness 
The surprise behind the numbing cold 
The beloved behind the empty embrace 
The coming behind the absence.


Mary Louise (Mel) Bringle is Professor of Philosophy and Religious Studies and chair of the Humanities Division at Brevard College.  A teacher at heart and a theologian by training, she began writing hymn texts in 1999.  Inspired by the words of the prophet Isaiah, this hymn is meant to inspire hope, inclusion, and working together for a better world—creating a world of justice right here.

Camera on Choir
Hymn Text on Slide 
*HYMN #79     	                                                                             Light Dawns on a Weary World
Mary Louise Bringle (b. 1953)
Stanza 1: Women’s Ensemble; Stanzas 2 and 3: Congregation

Children, youth and the young at heart are invited to come forward as we sing "Jesus Loves Me".

Camera on Choir
Hymn Text on Slide 
*HYMN #188     	                                                                    Jesus Loves Me, Stanza 1 & Refrain	
Anna Bartlett Warner (1827 – 1915)


Camera on Prayground/front by pulpit 
MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN		Jen Juhasz


Camera on Choir
Hymn Text on Slide 
*HYMN #188     	                                                                                        Jesus Loves Me, Refrain	
Anna Bartlett Warner (1827 – 1915)


READING	Love
Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
Love is the primary force 
in the universe. 
God is love. 
Now around February 
thoughts about love 
get all chocolate-y 
and although delightful, definitely limited. 
But love is the energy 
that flows up into us 
from Christ the Vine 
and it is absolutely 
limitless, 
abundant. 
Those of you who have children Have you ever in your life 
had to say 
to one child 
"oh, I'm sorry, sweetheart, 
I've used up all my love for today. I'm all out." 
Of course not. 
Love is absolutely limitless, 
a never-ceasing well 
of living water. 
God's love is 
absolutely boundless 
and God never says 
to anyone 
"Oh, 1'111 sorry, 
I've used up 
all my love for today ... "
God's love constantly flows up into us 
like energy into a tree Changing us 
filling us 
to be beautiful compassionate 
wise.

Camera on Choir
Hymn Text on Slide 
*PSALM REFRAIN #59     	                                                            The Steadfast Love of the Lord   
Edith McNeil (1920 – 2014)
Sung first by the women's ensemble, then repeated by the congregation.


Text on Slide 
RESPONSIVE READING & CONGREGATIONAL REFRAIN: Psalm 138                         Eden
I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart;
    before the gods I sing your praise;
I bow down toward your holy temple
    and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness,
    for you have exalted your name and your word above everything.
On the day I called, you answered me;
    you increased my strength of soul.	(Congregational Refrain)

All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord,
    for they have heard the words of your mouth.
They shall sing of the ways of the Lord,
    for great is the glory of the Lord.
For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly,
    but the haughty he perceives from far away.	(Congregational Refrain)

Though I walk in the midst of trouble,
    you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies;
you stretch out your hand,
    and your right hand delivers me.
The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me;
    your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever.
    Do not forsake the work of your hands.		(Congregational Refrain)


READING	Transformation
Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
From wonder 
we find ourselves journeying 
in trust, 
from trust 
we find ourselves journeying 
in the transforming fire of love. But this fire of love 
is not always 
a warm and comfortable hearth. It can also be 
a fierce white-hot-furnace 
consuming 
refining 
transforming. 
When we invite the power 
of God's spirit into our lives 
we invite wildfire. 
When we pray 
"Come, Spirit" 
we invite wildfire 
wildfire 
that leaps and springs 
into all aspects of our existence and not just in the 
neat and tidy confines 
of our desire. 
To invite the Spirit in 
is to invite 
wildfire. 
And we shall all be changed.

Text on Slide 
EPISTLE LESSON: Romans 12:1-2	Jen Juhasz
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.

Jen reads
Frances Havergal wrote this hymn in December of 1873 when she experienced what she called a "consecration". She recounted that on that day "I first saw clearly the blessedness of true consecration. I saw it as a flash of electric light, and what you see you can never unsee. There must be full surrender before there can be full blessedness."


Camera on Choir
Hymn Text on Slide 
*HYMN #697    	                                                                                                          Take My Life
Stanzas 1, 2 & 5
Frances Ridley Havergal (1836 – 1879)


Text on Slide 
EPISTLE LESSON: Romans 12:3-8	Jody Zaiser
3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members and not all the members have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

Jody reads
This hymn was written by Bernadette Farrell in 1993 for the dedication of a new church near London, England.  It needed to be something that could be sung in semidarkness, because initially only the Christ candle would be burning.  During the song, light would spread around the church as individual candles were lit.  This meant that the song would need to include a congregational refrain that could be easily learned by hearing.  Farrell drew her inspiration for hymns from Scripture—especially the psalms.  She has a gift for composing richly meaningful, often challenging lyrics and comforting, prayerful melodies.   Bernadette has always had a passion for social justice and that comes to the fore in "Christ, Be Our Light", as in many of her songs.


Camera on Choir
Hymn Text on Slide 
*HYMN #314    	                                                                                                Longing for Light...
Stanzas 1, 2 & 5
Bernadette Farrell (b. 1957)



READING	Worship and Justice
Jen Juhasz
When it is said 
that there is no "in order to" 
about worship, 
no ulterior motive, 
it does not mean 
that nothing happens to us 
in the act of worshiping God. 
How can we have 
an encounter 
with the loving and mysterious power that fires the universe 
and not be changed? 
Jacob, 
after wrestling with God 
at Peniel, 
forever after 
walked with a limp. 
Shall we not also 
be affected in our very bones? 
If God is light 
and we encounter God 
shall we not reflect that light? 
If Christ is the Morningstar 
and we encounter Christ, 
shall we not also reflect that starlight? light to the homeless? 
light to the landless? 
light to the voiceless? 
light to the jobless? 
to the damaged earth? 
to the brokenhearted? 
to the beaten and despised? 
to the wartorn? 
Where shall the reflected light 
from God 
shine through us?


Text on Slide 
EPISTLE LESSON: James 5:1-6	Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
Come now, you rich people, weep and wail for the miseries that are coming to you. 2 Your riches have rotted, and your clothes are moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and silver have rusted, and their rust will be evidence against you, and it will eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure[a] during the last days. 4 Listen! The wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry out, and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. 5 You have lived on the earth in luxury and in pleasure; you have nourished your hearts in a day of slaughter. 6 You have condemned and murdered the righteous one, who does not resist you.

Ruth reads
Janet Brehm Taylor is a former member of Christ Presbyterian Church and our Chancel Choir. She recently graduated from Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary with her Master of Divinity degree and is on the path to ordained ministry. Her calling is not only to preach and teach, but to walk alongside those who are suffering, seeking justice, hope, and dignity in every encounter. Before discerning a call to ministry, she spent many years performing as an opera singer and teaching as a college professor. Janet says, this hymn grew out of my exegesis work on James. In my experience working with a church located in a wealthy downtown community, I have become increasingly aware of how rarely we talk about the church’s communal responsibility to care for the broader community through our financial resources. Too often, conversations about money are limited to stewardship campaigns that can feel rushed or overly focused on fundraising. I wonder what it might look like if worship created more regular space to talk honestly about money, wealth, generosity, and our responsibility to care for our neighbors.

Camera on Choir
Hymn Text on Slide 
*HYMN     	                                                                                                   Cry Out for Justice
Janet Brehm Taylor (b. 1979)
Refrain sung first by the Women's Ensemble, then by the congregation.
Then stanza 1 will be sung by the Women's Ensemble.
Then the congregation will join in singing the rest of the hymn.

Ruth reads
Susan Palo Cherwien was born in Ashtabula, Ohio, and died in her home in Minnesota of Metastatic Uterine Cancer at the age of 68.  She left behind many gifts through which her life carries on -- especially in her Hymn Texts and Hymn Festival Reflections.   Before her passing she wrote the following about her hymnwriting process:  "Over the years, I have developed a sieve of Seven Questions through which hymntexts that I am writing must pass:
	- Is it true?
- Is it beautiful?
- Is it excellent?
- Does it give God glory?
- Can it bear the weight of mystery?
- Is it appropriate?
- Does it replace something of greater worth?"  
We could also use these questions as a basis for our actions in our daily lives.
Following is another of Susan’s hymn festival reflections:

READING	Servanthood
Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
Orthodox Christians ask themselves 
a question 
before proceeding with a decision 
or an act: 
"Is it beautiful?"
Isn’t it beautiful?
The beauty
We experience
In worship
Finely proportioned spaces
carefully crafted fabrics
artfully chosen poetry
skilled music performance -the beauty we experience
is a reflection 
of the supremely beautiful God we worship
And it doesn't end at "Go in peace". 
God 
in beauty 
has begun a great work in us 
named us 
called us 
filled us with divine light
and when we 
move outside the sanctuary walls we continue worship 
not in voice alone 
but heart 
and so 
before we speak about someone we ask 
"Is this beautiful?" 
before we vote 
"Is this beautiful?" 
before we walk past 
someone in need 
"Is this beautiful?"

Text on Slide 
GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 16:13-20	Jody Zaiser
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah,[a] the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter,[b] and on this rock[c] I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was[d] the Messiah.

Camera on Choir
Hymn Text on Slide 
*HYMN #536    	                                                                         Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen
Susan Palo Cherwien  (1953 – 2021)
Stanza 1:  Women’s Ensemble, Stanzas 2-4:  Congregation
Jen reads
For more than three decades, hymn writer Shirley Erena Murray of New Zealand has been a breath of fresh air for contemporary church music composers and others seeking meticulously crafted and gospel-grounded expressions of faith reflecting the realities of our here and now.  She and her husband John, an ordained minister of the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand, were a team in every sense of the word. He was directly responsible for encouraging Shirley to begin writing poetry for hymns to be sung after his sermons.  Her hymns and carols address a wide spectrum of themes ranging from the seasons of the Church year to human rights, care of creation, women's concerns and above all, peace.   

Music/Text on Slide 
CALL TO PRAYER #425                                  Son of God Whose Heart Is Peace, stanzas 1 & 3
Shirley Erena Murray (1931 – 2020)
Women’s Ensemble

READING	Prayer
Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
Prayer is word -
and prayer is also silence. 
Prayer is asking-
and prayer is also receiving. Prayer is conversation -
and prayer is also quiet doing. Prayer is a dynamic 
moment-to-moment 
response 
to the steadfast Word 
underlying 
all of life. 
It is an opening 
to the possibility 
of each moment 
each breath 
each act. 
Prayer can be 
a raising of hands 
in worship-
or the caress 
that comforts 
the lonely. 
Prayer can be 
hands planting seeds 
or voices singing hymns. 
Prayer is life 
lived 
wide open 
to the transforming presence of God.

Text on pulpit 	
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                        Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
We pray in the name of Jesus, who taught his disciples to pray with the boldness of children saying: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.


Camera on Pulpit 
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP 	Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
[image: ][please show the QR code for about 30 seconds at the time of offering and then resume showing organist or wide angle of congregation]
In grateful response to God’s grace and mercy, we make our offerings of time, talent, and treasure to the Lord. Your gifts will be used in the mission and ministry of this congregation and according to God’s will and call. You may place your gift in the offering plate as it is passed or contribute through the church’s QR code.                                                              

OFFERTORY                                                                                                  Christ Be Our Light	
Bernadette Farrell (b. 1957)
Setting by Edie Linneweber 
Denise Mathias - piano

Music/Text on Slide 
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE #612                                                We Praise You, O God, Stanza 1  
Julia Cory (1882 – 1963)                                                  

Camera on center of floor in front of communion table 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                                    Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin

Ruth reads
Carolyn Winfrey Gillette is the author of over 550 hymns that have been sung by thousands of congregations around the world. Gillette and her husband Bruce recently retired as co-the pastors of First Presbyterian Union Church in Owego, New York. The World Council of Churches, National Council of Churches, Church World Service and Churches Uniting in Christ have asked her to write hymns. The Presbyterian Church (USA) 216th General Assembly presented her with the "Ecumenical and Interreligious Service Recognition."

Hymn Text on Slide 
*HYMN   	                                                                                                   God of All Learning
Carolyn Winfrey Gillette (b. 1961)

BACK TO SCHOOL BLESSING

Ruth reads
Doris Mae Akers was an American gospel music composer, arranger and singer who is considered to be "one of the most underrated gospel composers of the 20th century [who] wrote more than 500 songs".  She was inducted into the Gospel Music Hall of Fame in 2001.  When she was told that she possessed a “magic” ability to capture the attention of a congregation, Akers dismissed it saying, “Magic, nothing—it’s just letting go and releasing the Spirit of God” Many famous singers have recorded her songs, including George Beverly Shea, Mahalia Jackson, the Roberta Martin Singers, Aretha Franklin, and the Stamps-Baxter Quartet.  She was successful in both the white and black gospel realms.  One example of this are recordings of “Lead Me, Guide Me”: one by Elvis Presley with the Stamps Quartet, and later a recording by Bill and Gloria Gaither.  

Music/Text on Slide 
CLOSING HYMN #740	Lead me, Guide Me, Stanzas 1 and 2
Doris Akers (1922 - 1995)

Camera on pulpit
*CHARGE & BENEDICTION                                                                   Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin	                     

Music/Text on Slide 
*SENDING SONG #295                                                                                        Go to the World! 
Stanza 2 
Sylvia Dunstan (1955 – 1993)

*CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT OF CHRIST TO THE WORLD  	Acolyte

Camera on organist
[bookmark: bookmark=id.2et92p0]*POSTLUDE                                                                	All Things Bright and Beautiful
Cecil Frances Alexander (1818 – 1895)
Arr. Marilyn Biery (b. 1959)

[bookmark: _Hlk166047079]Copyrights
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PRAYER CONCERNS & REQUESTS
CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

[bookmark: _Hlk206575684]HOMEBOUND: 
Mary Ignat, Jama Roman, Peg Locker, Harry Tubbs, Kathy McGannon

ON GOING CONCERNS: 
Jim Burns, Allison Johnson, Kay Sellers, Judd Collins, Bill Drake, Dave McClellan, Richard Stambaugh, Sherry Gilbert, Barbara & Richard Brownlee, Don & Sandy Townsend, Margie Olson, Kathy Batdorf, Stephanie & Jenny Bell, Sanda Findley, Jean Oldham, Bruce Wharram, Katie Wharram

DEATHS:
Mary Lee Fankhauser, mother of Tyson Fankhauser, died on August 1st 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
RELATIVES & FRIENDS:  
Gary Mark (father of Todd Mark)
Gail Anderson (friend of Joni Pinkham)
Celina (friend of Jen Juhasz)
Family of Jim Findley
Jackie Fritze (sister in law of Carolyn Collins)
Monica Mancy & Family (friends of CPC)
Mrs. Edna Annanry (sister of Comfort Ofori)
Gail Williamson (niece of Carolyn Collins)
Joyce Starr (friend of Chris Vischer)
Lindsay Robertson Smith (former CPC member)
Andrew Stambaugh (son of Rick Stambaugh)
Carol Hunt (sister of Barb Easterly)
The World and our Government (Howie Wharram)
Gretchen Grana (friend of Jacquie Oiler)
Daughter of Carole Gildemeister
Mary Robinson (friend of Nanci Poling)
Sam Tekyimensah (friend of Comfort Ofori)
Loraine Gilley (friend of Bill Drake)
Stevie Linville (nephew of Kim Dedo)
Ryan Blocher (son of Carolyn Collins)
Alex (nephew of Jane & Phil Mintun)
Harel Carrier (friend of Bill Drake)
Terry Drake (brother of Bill Drake)



[bookmark: _Hlk223012559]If you would like to be a part of the Prayer Team or need information, contact Judd Collins at 734-807-2602 or sijjsi@yahoo.com



ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

The Session of Christ Presbyterian Church has called a meeting of the congregation for Sunday, August 30, 2026 at the close of worship for the purpose of exploring a “nesting” arrangement with one or more local congregations. 

Feed Your Neighbor is in desperate need of canned meats of any kind. Canned chicken, beef, tuna, spam, Vienna sausages, etc. – thank you for supporting this important ministry!

Love Your Neighbor! We’re thrilled to welcome Carol Nichols to CPC on Thursday evening, August 27th at 7PM. Carol is the creative force behind the Neighbor-2-Neighbor sign campaign, which has lit up our community and is gaining momentum in neighboring areas and other states. Save the date and plan to join us—come hear Carol share her heartfelt story and her powerful message of kindness and neighborly love. 

Music Ministry: Our choirs will be starting back up and we need singers and ringers!  Handbell and Chancel Choirs (high school - adult) rehearse on Thursdays at 6:15 and 7:15 respectively.  Youth Choir (elementary - high school) rehearses on Sunday after our 10:00 service.  Beginner instruction is available for any interested in ringing handbells who have not rung before.  Watch for more information or contact Mark Mathias. 

CPC Artist: Our next free, instructor led canvas painting class for children ages 4 and up will be September 2nd at 4:30PM. To register, please contact Catherine at 513-659-9253.

CPC dinner groups will be formed and begin in September 2026. Each individual or couple will be assigned a month to organize a date and place for a dinner or lunch. The goal is to share time together to get to know the people in your group. If you have been a member in past years, please sign the list again. Group assignments will be sent to your email and then the fun begins.
Please sign up on the forms in the narthex or contact Diane McClellan at 419-460-3412 or dianefrogs@aol.com. 

SAVE THE DATE! On October 16th – 18th, we will be welcoming the Christian Theater Company, Friends of the Groom, to CPC for a performance, workshop, and worship. Stay tuned for more details!
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