




GATHERING MUSIC                                                                                            	Mark Mathias


WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    	Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
[bookmark: _GoBack]Attendance Cards, upcoming meetings this week: Bible Study Tuesday at 10:30am; Prayer group Tuesday at 6pm; Session Tuesday at 6:30pm; Envelope fundraiser for Youth; CPC T-shirts and polo shirts; Holy Week Services 


PRELUDE                                                                                         Wondrous Love – K. Langlois	

	
Right away at beginning of Prelude
BRINGING IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST                                                                           Acolyte


Camera on Lectern	
CALL TO WORSHIP	Jody Zaiser
As children of God, we dwell in the Spirit, and the Spirit dwells in us.
We are alive in the Spirit through the righteousness of God.
In humility and faith, we come to worship the One who gives us life, hope, and healing.
God has brought us to this moment and will guide us still. Praise the Lord!


PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                                 Jody Zaiser	 
Living God, we come to you today in humility and need. We pray for life for our wounded souls, for our ailing communities, for our troubled nation, and for our hurting world. Call us out of discouragement and despair to rise up in courage and love. Let your light shine upon our faces, so that, forgiven and renewed, we may live again as your people, holy and whole, singing praises and serving with joy through the grace of Jesus Christ. Amen.


Camera on Choir
*OPENING HYMN              	                                                                 O God, Who Gives Us Life
TUNE: Kingsfold


Camera on Lectern
READ BY:                                                                                                                      Jody Zaiser
In the Reformed Tradition, when we worship, we confess not only our own sin,
but that of the world, in the confidence that God’s grace will abound.
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*CALL TO CONFESSION	                                                                                        Jody Zaiser
Christ is nearer to us than we can imagine. Jesus’ power is not just for a distant past and a far-off future. Jesus is here for us here and now. Because there is forgiveness with God, let us call upon the Lord.


*PRAYER OF CONFESSION	Jody Zaiser 
God of resurrection, we know the power of death. We have seen its works, we have felt its sting. We have been to the valley of despair, and felt like there was no chance for life. We do not believe in your power to resurrect. We do not believe in your power to redeem our pain, and fashion something beautiful in this world. Forgive us. We cry from the depths—however faint our call may be, we pray you hear our voice. Amen.


*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE #215                       What Wondrous Love Is This, Stanza 1
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, 
what wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul!


*ASSURANCE OF PARDON	Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
Thus says the Lord, “You shall know that I am the Lord when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live.”
We believe the good news! Thanks be to God.


*PASSING OF THE PEACE                                                                    Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
May the peace of Christ be with you. And also, with you.


Camera on Lectern
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 	Jody Zaiser                         
Gracious God, our way in the wilderness, guide us by your Word through these forty days,
and minister to us with your Holy Spirit, so that we may be reformed, restored, and renewed;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Ezekiel 37:1-14 (OT 791)                                            Jody Zaiser
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the Lord.”
7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10 I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people, and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the Lord when I open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.”

MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN		Jen Juhasz

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 130:1-8 (OT 562)	Jody Zaiser
Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications!
If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand?
But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered.
I wait for the Lord; my soul waits, and in his word I hope;
my soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning, more than those who watch for the morning.
O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is great power to redeem.
It is he who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities.


ANTHEM	                                                               Bring Us to your Light – H. Mollicone
Chancel Choir

GOSPEL LESSON: John 11:1-45 (NT 102)	Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble because they see the light of this world. 10 But those who walk at night stumble because the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

45 Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did believed in him.


SERMON		“Encounters With Jesus: Death”
Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin

*HYMN 	Lord, If Only You Had Been Here
TUNE: IN BABILONE 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                       Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.21
To be reconciled to God is to be sent into the world as God’s reconciling community. This community, the church universal, is entrusted with God’s message of reconciliation and shares God’s labor of healing the enmities which separate people from God and from each other. Christ has called the church to this mission and given it the gift of the Holy Spirit. The church maintains continuity with the apostles and with Israel by faithful obedience to his call.

RECOGNITION OF TUESDAY SCHOOL AND ITS TEACHERS

CONGREGATIONAL CALL TO PRAYER #851  	                   Come, Bring Your Burdens to God
Sing twice

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
We pray in the name of Jesus, who taught his disciples to pray with the boldness of children saying: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP 	Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
[image: ][please show the QR code for about 30 seconds at the time of offering and then resume showing organist or wide angle of congregation]
In grateful response to God’s grace and mercy, we make our offerings of time, talent, and treasure to the Lord. Your gifts will be used in the mission and ministry of this congregation and according to God’s will and call. You may place your gift in the offering plate as it is passed or contribute through the church’s QR code.                                                              

OFFERTORY                                                                    Now the Green Blade Riseth – W. Wold
Theme and Variations IV and V


*OFFERTORY RESPONSE #717                                             For the Life that You Have Given 
Please see monitors

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  	Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin


*CLOSING HYMN #250	In the Bulb There Is a Flower

*CHARGE & BENEDICTION	                     Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin

*SENDING SONG #775                                                   I Want Jesus to Walk with Me, Stanza 1     
I want Jesus to walk with me;
I want Jesus to walk with me;
all along my pilgrim journey,
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.                                  

*CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT OF CHRIST TO THE WORLD  	Acolyte


[bookmark: bookmark=id.2et92p0]*POSTLUDE                                                                	Prelude and Fugue in e minor – Anon.
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[bookmark: _Hlk192082257]PRAYER CONCERNS & REQUESTS
[bookmark: _Hlk166047079]CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

[bookmark: _Hlk206575684]HOMEBOUND: 
Mary Ignat, Jama Roman, Peg Locker, Harry Tubbs, Kathy McGannon

ON GOING CONCERNS: 
[bookmark: _Hlk214520249]Jim Burns, Gary Connor, Kay Sellers, Betsy Gouvernayre, Judd Collins, Bill Drake, Jack Rogers, Dee Tilley, Dave McClellan, Richard Stambaugh, Christine Vischer, Harry Tubbs, Sherry Gilbert, Barbara & Richard Brownlee, Don & Sandy Townsend, Margie Olson, Kathy Batdorf, Stephanie & Jenny Bell, Jim & Sanda Findley, Jean Oldham, Bruce Wharram, Katie Wharram

RELATIVES & FRIENDS:  
Carol Hunt (sister of Barb Esterly)
Gary Mullenix & Family
Justin Inman (friend of Jen Juhasz)
Carolyn Boyd (sister in law of Jacquie Oiler)
Liz Baker (friend of Katie Wharram)
The World, & Our Government (Howie Wharram)
Family of Doris Akyeah (sister in law of Comfort Ofori who recently passed)
Gretchen Grana (friend of Jacquie Oiler)
Ron Woodfill (friend of Hattie Kate Howell)
Daughter of Carole Gildemeister
Mary Robinson (friend of Nanci Poling)
Sam Tekyimensah (friend of Comfort Ofori)
Loraine Gilley (friend of Bill Drake)
Stevie Linville (nephew of Kim Dedo)
Maverick (6-month-old friend of Kim Dedo)
Fred Heumann (Missionary)
Jim Armagast (father of Brandon Armagast)
Ann Saudmore (Hattie Kate Howell)
Ryan Blocher (son of Carolyn Collins)
Alex (nephew of Jane & Phil Mintun)
Harel Carrier (friend of Bill Drake)
Terry Drake (brother of Bill Drake)
Perry Bates (friend of Tyson Fankhauser)
Anthoney & Danielle Ferrer (friends of Katie Wharram)
Terri Jo Schempf (niece of Carolyn Collins)
Jean Crisp (Howard Wharram)
Aaron Grizaniuk (son of Pat & Tony Grizaniuk)

If you would like to be a part of the Prayer Team or need
information, contact Judd Collins.




[bookmark: _Hlk223012559]ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Show Your CPC Spirit! This March, we’re taking orders for CPC t‑shirts and polo shirts featuring our church logo. Stop by the Narthex after service on Sundays in March to see samples and place your order. We’ll submit one big order at the end of the month, and your new CPC gear will be delivered once everything is printed. Let’s wear our faith with joy — and maybe a little style too.

Youth Bowling Night: Friday, March 27th from 8PM – 10PM. The cost is $15 per person. Scholarships available. Friends are welcome! Contact Jen by 3/23 if you will be attending.

Montreat Summer Youth Conference:  August 2 - 8th, any youth wanting to attend, please contact Jencpctoledo@gmail.com by March 27th to get registered.  

Feed Your Neighbor is in desperate need of canned meats of any kind. Canned chicken, beef, tuna, spam, Vienna sausages, etc. – thank you for supporting this important ministry!

Youth Envelope Fundraiser: Stop by Scott Hall and grab an envelope to support the youth going to Montreat Youth Conference in August.  Place the envelope with your donation and name in the box on the wall outside of Amalya's office.  Thank you for helping to make this opportunity possible for our youth!   

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday, March 29th which will feature palm-waving during worship at 8:30AM and 10AM as we sing “Hosanna!”, which in Hebrew means “Lord, save us now!”. Maundy Thursday, April 2nd, will find us in Scott Hall for worship beginning with handwashing at 5:45PM and including a light soup supper, hosted by the Community Life Committee. Good Friday, April 3rd, we will worship in the sanctuary as we read the Passion Narrative and hear aspects of the story told in music presented by the Chancel Choir and Eden Treado on Bassoon. Easter Sunday, April 5th, we will gather for just one service of worship at 10AM to celebrate the Risen Lord and sing our Alleluias. 

Join our choir in singing Handel's "Hallelujah Chorus" on Easter Sunday.  Check the narthex for more details.
 
5

2

image1.png




