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DEVOTIONAL:
Thanksgiving 2026 is a day with family to revisit, reinforce and renew the very core values that reflect what your family stands for and believes in. What are your family’s core values?  It is a discussion worth having as it brings an aspect of understanding and unity that as a family we are in the challenge of striving to live a fulfilled life together.


PASTORAL REFLECTION:
This past weekend was a whirlwind of activity. Friends of the Groom Christian theater company was with us for a performance on Friday, a workshop on Saturday, and worship on Sunday. Their message throughout the weekend was one that lifted up our discipleship and growth as Christians in following the message of Jesus. They challenged us by thoughtful and provocative storytelling, encouraging us to examine parts of our lives that might stray from the commandment to love God and love one another. Their presence among us was truly a blessing!

As I consider stewardship, I think the Friends of the Groom brought a sacred offering of their gifts and talents and shared it with our community here at Christ Presbyterian Church. Each of them has been infused with gifts of the Holy Spirit – to write, to act, to sing, to perform – that they use to teach and preach the lessons of scripture. 

We, too, are infused with gifts of the Holy Spirit. Some of us are elders; some of us are deacons; some of us are teachers; some of us sing while others preach; some of us study while others pray. Each of us brings gifts before the Lord to be shared in our living of each day. From the oldest to the youngest, we can all offer our gifts to God. 

This coming Sunday, October 25th, is our Stewardship Dedication Sunday. You should have received a letter with a pledge card in it. It is our hope that you will bring that card in with your 2027 pledge indicated and place it on the communion table during the offering on Sunday. In this way, you will let us know what gifts of treasure you will be offering in the coming year so that we can craft a responsible budget for 2027. 

Your gifts of time, talent, and treasure are very important to the life of this congregation. Along with your gifts of treasure, we invite you to share your time and talent by volunteering in ministry, serving as a liturgist or acolyte, joining one of the choirs, attending book and Bible studies, or answering the call to become an Elder or Deacon. As the old song says, “All God’s critters got a voice in the choir . . .” We hope that you will answer the call to support the mission and ministry of Christ Presbyterian Church with
time, talent and treasure.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Ruth

SHARE THANKSGIVING WITH OTHERS . . .
Is there room around your Thanksgiving table for one or two more people? We are looking for volunteers who would be willing to host extra guests on Thanksgiving Day. This is a wonderful way to minister  to those in our community who would otherwise be spending Thanksgiving alone. If you are able to host, please contact Jan Whitaker (janwhitaker@aol.com). Together we can make Thanksgiving a little brighter for someone in need.

NOISY OFFERING:
The Community/Mission Committee has designated St. Paul’s Community Center for the November and December Noisy Offering. We receive this offering on the second Sunday of each month to benefit one of our local service organizations. We invite you to participate each month and give generously to our community partners.


DEDICATION SUNDAY:
Stewardship letters went out in October to invite members and friends of Christ Presbyterian Church to consider their offering of time, talent, and treasure during 2027. You are invited to bring your pledge card to worship on Sunday, October 25th and to place it on the Communion Table during the time of the offering. We urge you to please return your estimate of giving cards in a timely manner so that we have an accurate idea of what giving will look like as we make a budget plan for the coming year. Every little bit helps! Please prayerfully consider your pledge for 2027 and return your pledge card in worship or by mail on October 25th!


HALLOWEEN, ALL SAINTS DAY AND DAYLIGHT-SAVING TIME:
What do Halloween, All Saints Day, and Daylight-Saving Time have in common? This year they fall on the SAME WEEKEND! When you finish handing out treats to all the little ghosts, goblins, superheroes, pirates and princesses, be sure to set your clocks back ONE HOUR as we fall back. We will enjoy that extra hour of sleep and then wake up to be bright-eyed and bushy-tailed for worship on Sunday, November 1st. During worship that day, we will gather at the Lord’s Table for communion and we will remember those dear saints who have gone before us with a special remembrance in worship.


NEW SECURITY CAMERAS:
At the recommendation of the Safety Committee, with the endorsement of the Administration
Committee, the Session has approved the installation of seven security cameras to be located
throughout the church facility, five inside near main entry points and two exterior cameras to monitor the front and back sides of the building. Memorial Funds will be used for this technical endeavor. The cameras are a safety measure and the footage will not be accessed unless there is an incident that requires review and submission to authorities. We hope that you will smile as you enter the building because you will be on candid camera!


GRIEFSHARE:
GriefShare meetings are underway. We meet on Mondays at 6PM. Please arrive at least 15 minutes early your first evening to get enrolled. We'll start in Scott Hall with a supper prepared by the excellent cooks from The Corner. About 6:30PM we head to the Hospitality Room for discussion and a half hour video prepared by professionals from the GriefShare organization. We finish at 8PM. GriefShare is an international grief support group. Although GS is a Bible based program, people that are not Christians have also benefitted from it. GriefShare is for those who have lost family members and friends. It is not designed for times when we suffer other forms of grief. We charge only $20, which is what we pay for the workbook we give participants from GS. If you cannot attend all of the meetings, that's fine. If you have any questions, please speak with Howie Wharram (734.241.6316), Beth Bedwell or Carolyn Collins.


SECOND SUNDAY:
Please join in fellowship for our second Sunday lunch November 8th after the 10AM service.  Lunch will be provided by the Community Life Committee.
STEWARDSHIP:
The October Financial figures will be delayed. Please check back next month to see updated financial figures. Please continue to send any requests or questions to my email amalyacpctoledo@gmail.com and utilize my drop box and mailbox as usual. I am training someone to cover limited duties that are time sensitive, such as check processing. Caitlyn will reply if your request is something she is handling, otherwise please expect a longer response time. I will be working remotely after four weeks and will get back to you as soon as possible. Thank you for your understanding as I take this time to focus on my new arrival.                                                                                                  Amalya Hartley, Church Accountant


MUSIC MINISTRY:
Our choirs are always open to new singers/ringers, especially as we head into Advent and Christmas.  Come try us out and enjoy the benefits:  meeting a great group of people, lifting your heart in praise to God, and having fun. Handbell and Chancel Choirs (high school – adult) rehearse on Thursdays at 6:15PM and 7:15PM respectively. Beginner instruction is available for any interested in ringing handbells who have not rung before. For more information contact Mark Mathias.


CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRY:
Parent’s Night Out: Sharing God’s Love Through Care
An evening of fun for children, a break for parents, and an opportunity for our church to serve. What if one of the most meaningful ways we could serve our community is by giving parents and caregivers a few hours to rest?

Christ Presbyterian Church is planning Parent’s Night Out, offering childcare for families with
children age 10 and under. While children enjoy games, crafts, and time together in a caring
church environment, parents can enjoy a dinner out, catch up with friends, run errands, or
simply relax at home. But this ministry is about more than childcare. It’s about extending
hospitality, caring for families, and sharing God’s love in practical ways. We want families in this
community to know they are welcome here, whether or not they attend our church. Would you help make Parent’s Night Out possible?  We’re looking for volunteers to spend time with children, lead activities, help with food, and assist with the evening. You don’t need to be a parent or a children’s ministry expert, just a willingness to help families feel cared for. Sometimes, serving God means leading a Bible study or preparing a meal. Sometimes it means playing a game with a child so a parent can take a breath. Interested in participating or volunteering? Email jencpctoledo@gmail.com to learn more. Together, we can offer children joy, parents a chance to rest, and our community a reminder that they don’t have to do it all alone. Our first event will be Dec. 4th from 5PM – 8PM.

CPC Artist:
They will be meeting Wed. Nov. 11th at 4:30PM in Hansen Hall. This painting class is offered at no charge for children ages four and up. Contact Catherine to register at 513-659-9253.

Youth Group:
We will gather on November 1st at 11:30AM – 1PM for lunch, fellowship and faith formation. We look forward to seeing everyone!

CAPS! CAPS! CAPS!  
Local Girl Scout Troop 1189 has asked for our help. They are collecting caps for a project. See the last page of the newsletter for the types of caps you can save, bring to the church and add to their donation box located on the bench under our Mission bulletin board next to the work. 


HAVE YOU NOTICED OUR NEW FOUNTAIN?
[image: ]Have you noticed the beautiful new fountain in our sanctuary? If you’ve heard the gentle sound of running water during worship, there’s a special story behind it! The fountain began at our Neighbor Nights event held in June. We received a grant to offer an intergenerational retreat using a provided retreat resource from Around the Table, a Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) initiative. Together, participants explored what makes a strong faith community. Participants chose stones representing essential parts of our shared foundation and wrote words they felt were an important part of community. Words like faith, love, prayer, fellowship, service, hope, hospitality, etc. Those stones have found a new home in our sanctuary! Our building supervisor, Ron, took the stones from our gathering and transformed them into the beautiful fountain we can enjoy during worship. The fountain is a reminder that our faith community is built together, one stone at a time, through the love, generosity, prayer, and care we share with one another. And now, the flowing water offers a beautiful reminder of the life and renewal God continues to bring among us. A special thank you to Ron for his creativity, care, and work in bringing this meaningful project to life and to everyone that participated in our summer retreat! 


LEADER TRAINING:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Elders and Deacons can attend boundary training offered via Zoom through the Synod of the Covenant. There are two sessions remaining for 2026: Nov. 2nd from 10AM – 2PM and Dec. 5th from 9:30AM - 1:30PM. To learn more and register check out https://www.synodofthecovenant.org/event-details/2026-boundaries-and-ethics-training-opportunities.
 

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS:
CPC members celebrating a birthday this month, we wish them a wonderful year ahead!

Kate Backoff; Beth Bedwell; Jean Oberhelman; Janet Brehm Taylor; Jeff Tubbs; Joseph Cowell 11/2; Comfort Ofori-Akyeah 11/3; Kim Dedo 11/4; Margie Olson 11/11; Jama Roman 11/13; Mary Ignat 11/14; Dee Tilley 11/14; Bob Burnett 11/24; Tony Novakovic 11/26; Scott Johnson 11/30.

[image: ]If you don’t see your birthday listed in the newsletter during your birthday month, please let Susan Burklow know at seb51846@gmail.com and we will update our directory and celebrate you!









VISION & STRATEGY COMMITTEE:
Getting ready for the cooler weather the Vision and Strategy Committee will be taking orders for: 
· Crewneck sweatshirts - $20.00
· Pullover Hooded Sweatshirt - $30.00
· Long Sleeve T-Shirts - $20.00

The church logo will be on the front. Order forms will be in Narthex or call Diane McClellan 419-460-3412 or email her at dianefrogs@aol.com. Deadline for orders is November 15th. It has been so nice to see people wearing CPC attire all around the city!



CARE AND CONCERN:
Homebound:
Mary Ignat, Jama Roman, Peg Locker, Harry Tubbs, Kathy McGannon, Sherry Gilbert, Bruce Wharram

Ongoing Concerns:
Joelyn Stone, Ed Young, Jen Juhasz, Jim Burns, Allison Johnson, Kay Sellers, Judd Collins, Bill Drake, Dave McClellan, Richard Stambaugh, Sherry Gilbert, Barbara & Richard Brownlee, Don & Sandy Townsend, Margie Olson, Kathy Batdorf, Stephanie & Jenny Bell, Sanda Findley, Jean Oldham, Bruce Wharram, Katie Wharram

Relatives & Friends:
Florence Meade (sister of Carlyn Collins)
Kelly (cousin of Jen Juhasz)
Deb Fisher (friend of Rachel Novakovic)
Cheyenne (friend of the Wharrams)
Jane Lawson Larton (friend of Chris Vischer)
Nolan Thomas Dewire (friend of Bruce Bales)
Gary Mark (father of Todd Mark) 
Gail Anderson (friend of Joni Pinkham)
Celina (friend of Jen Juhasz)
Jackie Fritze (sister in law of Carolyn Collins)
Monica Mancy & Family (friends of CPC)
Gail Williamson (niece of Carolyn Collins)
Lindsay Robertson Smith (former CPC member)
Andrew Stambaugh (son of Rick Stambaugh)
Carol Hunt (sister of Barb Easterly)
Gretchen (daughter of Carole Gildemeister)
Mary Robinson (friend of Nanci Poling)
Stevie Linville (nephew of Kim Dedo)
Ryan Blocher (son of Carolyn Collins)
Alex (nephew of Jane & Phil Mintun)


CLOSING PRAYER:
Oh Lord, we come before You this Thanksgiving 2026 with hearts full of gratitude and thanksgiving.  Your goodness and faithfulness towards us are evident in all that You do, and we are just so grateful for all that You have blessed us with. Thank you, Eternal and Everlasting God.  Amen.


[image: ]HIGHLIGHTS FROM BED BUILD:
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM FRIENDS OF THE GROOM:
[image: ][image: ][image: ]What a fun weekend!
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