CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH NEWSLETTER
APRIL 2026


DEVOTIONAL:
Easter is the day that commemorates the death of death. Death dies when Christ was risen. Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die.”  (John 11:25-26)

PASTORAL REFLECTION—Per Capita Sunday, April 19th 
What is Per Capita? At its heart, per capita enables ministries that seek to discern God’s call and support the health of the church. It is based on the total membership of the entire denomination. For 2026, our Per Capita is $40.71 per member, and is divided among the presbytery, synod, and General Assembly. Here are some salient thoughts from one of the denomination’s resources:

Each year, Presbyterians across the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) make a commitment to
support one another through per capita giving. This call to generosity is deeply rooted in
the values that guide what it means to be a Presbyterian:

We are a priesthood of all believers. All people are equally created and called by God
to serve God’s church. As a part of this call, we share in the responsibility of supporting
the church.

We are a connectional church. No worshipping community is isolated. Rather, the
whole of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is called to work with one another in making
ministry possible. Congregations, presbyteries, synods, denominational offices, and more
work with one another to offer support, guidance, collaboration, and other opportunities
through per capita funding.

All worshipping communities are equally important and valuable to God’s church.
All congregations are given equal access to resources and support funded by per capita.
             Through sharing of financial responsibility, no congregation is privileged due to their individual
financial capacity.

We can only be the church with one another. Through sharing in generous support of
per capita and participating in the opportunity’s per capita funds, the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) uplifts and empowers all worshipping communities as an integral part of being
the church.

In these and in many other ways, per capita giving is shaped by the call that God has
extended for us all to join in the pursuit and formation of God’s kin-dom. By gathering
together in per capita giving, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) commits to connection
and is empowered to live out the ministry of the church.

I hope you will join me in presenting a special Per Capita offering during worship on Sunday, April 19th. If you are able, please consider covering a Per Capita payment for someone who might not be able to afford it. As you make your check out, please be sure, to put “PER CAPITA” on the memo line so that Amalya can properly credit your gift.

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Ruth
HOLY WEEK & EASTER
Please make plans to join us for worship during Holy Week and Easter. Invite your friends and neighbors to join us.
[image: ]
Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday, March 29th which will feature palm-waving during worship at 8:30AM and 10AM as we sing “Hosanna!”, which in Hebrew means “Lord, save us now!”. The Chancel and Youth Choirs will sing, and Roman Russeau will play the string bass. We will remember Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem and how the crowds celebrated his arrival, believing he was God’s anointed, sent to redeem and save the world. 

Maundy Thursday, April 2nd, will find us in Scott Hall for worship beginning with handwashing at 5:45PM and including a light soup supper, hosted by the Community Life Committee, with liturgy, the Lord’s Supper, and a brief homily. We will then move across the hall into the Chapel, as if we were moving to the Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus went to pray after dinner. It is here where we will read of Jesus’ arrest.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Good Friday, April 3rd, we will worship in the sanctuary as we read the Passion Narrative and hear aspects of the story told in music presented by the Chancel Choir and Eden Treado on Bassoon. This particular service is very powerful as we take turns nailing our sins to the cross, remembering the nails pounded into the hands and feet of Jesus at the crucifixion.
[image: ]
Easter Sunday, April 5th, we will gather for just one service of worship at 10AM to celebrate the Risen Lord and sing our Alleluias. This service will feature Chancel and Handbell choirs, organ, brass, and the “Hallelujah” Chorus, and we will gather at the Lord’s Table for communion. Immediately following worship, the Community Life Committee will host a brunch in Hansen Hall. 

As you can see, we have very special services coming up. Please plan to attend and invite a friend or neighbor to come along.



NOISY OFFERING:
The Noisy Offering, an offering of loose change and maybe some quieter, foldable gifts, is typically received on the second Sunday each month during the opening of worship. The Community Committee has designated “Let’s Build Beds” for the months of March, April, and May. We look forward to hosting a bed-build on October 10th, so save the date on your calendar. For more information about the organization, check out the letsbuild.org website. Our next noisy offering will be received on Sunday, April 12th.


[image: ]LET’S BUILD BEDS:
The Community/Mission Committee has scheduled Saturday, October 10th for a bed-build. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend. We will also be collecting twin- sized bedding to go along with our build contribution. Stay tuned for more details in the coming months. 


MEETINGS IN APRIL
· Deacons—Tuesday, April 7th at 3:30PM
· Worship—Wednesday, April 8th at 3PM
· Community—Tuesday, April 14th at 5PM
· Personnel—Wednesday, April 8th at 5PM
· Education—Wednesday, April 8th at 6PM
· Administration—Wednesday, April 15th at 6:30PM
· Session—Tuesday, April 28th at 6:30PM
· The staff meet weekly on Wednesdays at 10:30AM


PCUSA SPECIAL OFFERINGS: ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING:
The Presbyterian Church (USA) sponsors three special offerings annually: One Great Hour of Sharing, Peacemaking, and Christmas Joy. During Lent, we distribute the fish banks and invite the congregation to support One Great Hour of Sharing which we receive on Palm Sunday (March 29th). The One Great Hour of Sharing offering benefits individuals and communities that are facing challenges of hunger, disaster, poverty, and climate change. The work strives to provide safety, sustenance, and hope. Please prayerfully consider how you might support this offering in 2026.


PARKING LOT RESURFACING:
Last fall, the Session approved funding to repair and resurface the front parking lot here at the church. We anticipate the work will be done later this spring. During the time the work is being done, we will have to use the doors at the back of the church and the back-parking lot. We thank you in advance for your patience and understanding during this project.


KITCHEN PROTOCOLS:
Our kitchen areas stay pretty busy throughout the week with various events. Please be mindful of “borrowing” items between kitchens—if you take a utensil from one kitchen for use in the other, please be sure to return it to the original kitchen area. Also, if you bring food in to place in the refrigerator or freezer, please ensure that it is clearly labeled and dated (especially for freezer use). Any unmarked food items that are placed in the freezers will be considered fair game for use by another group.


NEW MEMBERS:
New members will be received in April. If you are interested in uniting with this congregation, please contact Pastor Ruth (806-893-4261) or ruthcpctoledo@gmail.com . 
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PRAYER GATHERING:
Join us Tuesdays at 7PM in the chapel as we gather to lift up prayers. Beth Bedwell and Howie Wharram will be leading. Prayer requests can be sent to Howie at Jeffery_1972@yahoo.com. 


[image: ]CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRY:

EGG HUNT: 
An Easter Egg Hunt for children will take place at 11:30AM after the Easter Brunch, Sunday April 5th. 

CPC ARTIST:
This is an instructor led canvas painting class for ages 4 and up. The class is free. Contact Catherine to register. 

MULCH ORDERS:
The youth will be doing our annual mulch fundraiser again this year. Let us help you while you help us get to Montreat Summer Youth Conference. Orders must be received by April 19th.

SAVE THE DATE:
Sunday, May 3rd will be our Krispy Kreme Donut Fundraiser for the youth! Details coming soon on how you can enjoy these delicious treats and help get our youth to Montreat!


CELEBRATE EARTH DAY:
[image: ]As we celebrate Earth Day this month, let us celebrate and live into our call to be a green church. This means we take the extra time and intention to be the best stewards we can of the Earth. One way is by using our real dishes and NOT using plastic or Styrofoam. It’s easy to take the disposable clean up route, but creating unnecessary waste is not a practice that aligns with our call to care for creation. We plan ahead and pitch in and make a difference! 

	
GRADUATION SUNDAY:
We will celebrate our Highschool grads on Sunday, May 10th. Please keep our graduates: Kate, Eleanor, Eamon and their families in your prayers as they enter into the final stretch of their Senior year!


FELLOWSHIP HOSPITALITY:
The Deacons are seeking volunteers to host coffee hour after 10AM worship on Sunday mornings. Duties include setting the table with treats (as simple or as elaborate as you wish) and preparing coffee. The Deacons monitor coffee supplies and a “how to” manual is located in Scott Hall. Sign-up sheets are located in the Narthex and in Scott Hall. If you have questions about how things work, please contact Jan or Dick Whitaker.


CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS:
These CPC members are celebrating a birthday this month and we wish them a wonderful year ahead!

Sarah E. Francis; Rob Gnepper; Dave Harman; John Mitchell; Peg Newman; John Rowan 4/3; Hank Thomas 4/6; Virgie Hamrick 4/8; Jill Bick 4/13; Jodi Schmidt 4/13; Mary Ann Gray 4/16; Stephen Souder 4/18; Mary Novakovic 4/20; Sam Thomas 4/20; Tyson Fankhauser 4/23; Walt Pinkham 4/25; Jim Findley 4/26; Jennifer Mauk 4/26; Jeff Puskala 4/26; Larry Hess 4/28; Roger Miller 4/29
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STEWARDSHIP:
Here are the financial figures for January – February 2026:
 
	Total Income		$91,473.34
	Total Expenses		$92,567.54
	Net Income	              ($1,094.20)






CARE AND CONCERN:

HOMEBOUND:
Mary Ignat, Jama Roman, Peg Locker, Harry Tubbs, Kathy McGannon

ONGOING CONCERNS:
Jim Burns, Gary Connor, Allison Johnson, Kay Sellers, Betsy Gouvernayce & Tim Pryor, Judd Collins, Bill Drake, Jack Rogers, Dave McClellan, Richard Stambaugh, Christine Vischer, Harry Tubbs, Sherry Gilbert, Barbara & Richard Brownlee, Don & Sandy Townsend, Margie Olson, Kathy Batdorf, Stephanie & Jenny Bell, Jim & Sanda Findley, Jean Oldham, Bruce Wharram, Katie Wharram

RELATIVES & FRIENDS:
Carol Hunt (sister of Barb Easterly)
Gary Mullenix & Family
Justin Inman (friend of Jen Juhasz)
Carolyn Boyd (sister in law of Jacquie Oiler)
Liz Baker (friend of Katie Wharram)
The World and our Government (Howie Wharram)
Family of Doris Akyeah (sister in law of Comfort Ofori who recently passed)
Gretchen Grana (friend of Jacquie Oiler)
Ron Woodfill (friend of Hattie Kate Howell)
Daughter of Carole Gildemeister
Mary Robinson (friend of Nanci Poling)
Sam Tekyimensah (friend of Comfort Ofori)
Loraine Gilley (friend of Bill Drake)
Stevie Linville (nephew of Kim Dedo)
Maverick (6-month old friend of Kim Dedo)
Fred Henmann (Missionary)
Jim Armagast (father of Brandon Armagast)
Ann Saudmore (Hattie Kate Howell)
Ryan Blocher (son of Carolyn Collins)
Alex (nephew of Jane & Phil Mintun)
Harel Carrier (friend of Bill Drake)
Terry Drake (brother of Bill Drake)
Perry Bates (friend of Tyson Fankhauser)
Anthoney & Davielle Ferrer (friends of Katie Wharram)
Terri Jo Schempf (niece of Carolyn Collins)
Jean Crisp (Howard Wharram)
Aaron Grizaniuk (son of Pat & Tony Grizaniuk)


CLOSING PRAYER:
“Dear God, through Jesus Christ give us Your Holy Spirit that we may rightly be comforted by Your resurrection, and day by day increase in such faith and certainty and hope, and accept our salvation.  Amen.” 

· Based on a prayer by Martin Luther.
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