


                                                                                     
Camera on Pulpit
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    	Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
 Upcoming meetings this week: Deacons on Tuesday at 3:30; Worship Committee Wednesday at 3:pm; Budget Sub-Committee Wednesday at 5pm


Camera on Musician(s)
PRELUDE                                                                                                             Aria – Paul Manz  	Pam Stover -  Guest Organist

	
Right away at beginning of Prelude
BRINGING IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST                                                                           Acolyte


Text on Slide 
CALL TO WORSHIP	Carolyn Collins
We sing aloud a song of thanksgiving
and recount all of God’s wonderful deeds. 


Text on Slide 
PRAYER OF THE DAY	Carolyn Collins 
Lamb of God, your burden is easy. Good shepherd, your way is righteous. Give us the resolve to follow wherever you lead, knowing the hills and valleys ahead, the places of great suffering and deep hope along the way. May we live our lives worthy of the calling you have given us, in the strong and gentle name of Christ Jesus. Amen.

Camera on Choir
Hymn Text on Slide 
*OPENING HYMN #394       	                                                  Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation
REGENT SQUARE


Camera on Lectern
READ BY:                                                                                                               Carolyn Collins
In the Reformed Tradition, when we worship, we confess not only our own sin,
but that of the world, in the confidence that God’s grace will abound.
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*CALL TO CONFESSION	                                                                                  Carolyn Collins We seek the will of God, but still find ourselves conformed to this world, instead of being transformed into God’s image. Let us seek forgiveness for the ways we have turned away from justice and mercy.


Text on Slide 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION	Carolyn Collins
Sometimes it sounds too hard: deny ourselves, take up our crosses, lose our lives? Forgive us, Savior, but we’d rather you do it for us. Forgive us, Christ, but we are overwhelmed with what you ask of us. We long to see you come in glory, but fear the road we must take. Have mercy on our weakness. Be patient with our stumbling. Do not leave us behind, even when we are slow to follow, and lead us in your ways of peace.

Text on Slide 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON	Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
Christ does not abandon us, but died for us, was raised for us, and loves us still. This is the good news that prevails! In Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, we are forgiven!


Response Music/Text on Slide 
[bookmark: m_4922998363289478976__Hlk238040416]*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE #582           Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines On Me
Please see monitors

Camera wide angle from back of sanctuary
*PASSING OF THE PEACE                                                                    Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
May the peace of Christ be with you. And also, with you.


Camera on Lectern
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 	  Carolyn Collins                       
Faithful God, how blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. Sanctify us by your Word and Spirit so that we may glorify you in the company of the faithful; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


Text on Slide 
GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 16:21-28 (NT 18)	Carolyn Collins
From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?
27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”


HYMN	I Have Decided to Follow Jesus
Please see monitors

Text on Slide 
RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b (OT 558)	Carolyn Collins
O give thanks to the Lord; call on his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples.
Sing to him, sing praises to him;
tell of all his wonderful works.
Glory in his holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.
Seek the Lord and his strength;
seek his presence continually.
Remember the wonderful works he has done, his miracles and the judgments he has uttered,
O offspring of his servant Abraham, children of Jacob, his chosen ones.
Then Israel came to Egypt;
Jacob lived as an alien in the land of Ham.
And the Lord made his people very fruitful and made them stronger than their foes,
whose hearts he then turned to hate his people, to deal craftily with his servants.
He sent his servant Moses and Aaron, whom he had chosen.
Praise the Lord!


Camera on Prayground/front by pulpit 
MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN		Jen Juhasz
	

Text on Slide 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Exodus 3:1-15 (NT 49)                        	Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness and came to Mount Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3 Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight and see why the bush is not burned up.” 4 When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5 Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 6 He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

7 Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 8 and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 10 Now go, I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 12 He said, “I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.”

13 But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” 14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I am has sent me to you.’ ” 15 God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’:
This is my name forever,
and this my title for all generations.


Camera on Pulpit
SERMON		“God and Popeye”
Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin


Hymn/Text on Slide 
HYMN #726	Will You Come and Follow Me


Text on Slide 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                               Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.32–33
 The life, death, resurrection, and promised coming of Jesus Christ has set the pattern for the church’s mission. His human life involves the church in the common life of all people. His service to men and women commits the church to work for every form of human well-being. His suffering makes the church sensitive to all human suffering so that it sees the face of Christ in the faces of persons in every kind of need. His crucifixion discloses to the church God’s judgment on the inhumanity that marks human relations, and the awful consequences of the church’s own complicity in injustice. In the power of the risen Christ and the hope of his coming, the church sees the promise of God’s renewal of human life in society and of God’s victory over all wrong. The church follows this pattern in the form of its life and in the method of its action. So to live and serve is to confess Christ as Lord.


Music/Text on Slide 
CALL TO PRAYER #471	O Lord, Hear My Prayer


PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
For the slides, just leave it as one for the prayer with “Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.”
With one mind in Christ, and one heart in the Spirit,
let us pray to the Lord of heaven and earth.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

In the name of Jesus, we pray for the church . . .
Make us faithful followers of our Lord Jesus Christ,
unashamed to stand with him and share his cross,
unafraid to offer our lives in love for the world.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

In the name of Jesus, we pray for the earth . . .
Let this wondrous world you have made
continue to blaze with your glory;
do not let it be consumed by greed.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

In the name of Jesus, we pray for all nations . . .
Teach us not to act with vengeance and violence,
or to respond to evil with evil,
but to live in peace, and overcome evil with good.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

In the name of Jesus, we pray for this community . . .
Help us to extend hospitality to strangers,
to contribute to the needs of the poor,
and to live in harmony with our neighbors.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

In the name of Jesus, we pray for loved ones . . .
Let us rejoice with those who rejoice
and weep with those who weep,
sharing the grace and love of Christ with all.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Enable us, O God, by the power of your Spirit,
to live our lives in a way that is worthy of the gospel,
to the glory of the name that is above all names,
Jesus Christ our Lord.


We pray in the name of Jesus, who taught his disciples to pray with the boldness of children saying: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.




Camera on Pulpit 
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP 	Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
[image: ][please show the QR code for about 30 seconds at the time of offering and then resume showing organist or wide angle of congregation]
In grateful response to God’s grace and mercy, we make our offerings of time, talent, and treasure to the Lord. Your gifts will be used in the mission and ministry of this congregation and according to God’s will and call. You may place your gift in the offering plate as it is passed or contribute through the church’s QR code.                                                              

OFFERTORY                       Prelude on When Israel was in Egypt’s Land - arr. Ralph C. Schultz



Music/Text on Slide 
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE #711                                                        Lord of All Good, Stanza 1
Please see monitors

Camera on center of floor in front of communion table 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  	Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin


Music/Text on Slide 
CLOSING HYMN #724	O Jesus, I Have Promised

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING


Camera on center of floor in front of communion table 
*CHARGE & BENEDICTION	                     Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin

Music/Text on Slide 
*SENDING SONG #306                                                       Blest Be the Tie That Binds, Stanza 1
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love.
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.


*CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT OF CHRIST TO THE WORLD  	Acolyte






Copyrights
[bookmark: _Hlk166047079]Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines On Me  - P. M. Vasile ©2008 MennoMedia Inc.; O Lord, Hear My Prayer - J. Berthier/the Taize Community, ©1991  by Les Presses de Taize/GIA Publ. Inc.; Lord of All Good – Text by Albert F. Bayly © 1962 Oxford University Press; Will You Come and Follow Me (The Summons) – Text by John L. Bell ©1987 WGRG, Iona Community. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-715066 and CCLI 2702020. All rights reserved.  Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License and CCLI.  
[bookmark: _Hlk192082257] 


















PRAYER CONCERNS & REQUESTS
CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

[bookmark: _Hlk206575684]HOMEBOUND: 
Mary Ignat, Jama Roman, Peg Locker, Harry Tubbs, Kathy McGannon

ON GOING CONCERNS: 
Jim Burns, Allison Johnson, Kay Sellers, Judd Collins, Bill Drake, Dave McClellan, Richard Stambaugh, Sherry Gilbert, Barbara & Richard Brownlee, Don & Sandy Townsend, Margie Olson, Kathy Batdorf, Stephanie & Jenny Bell, Sanda Findley, Jean Oldham, Bruce Wharram, Katie Wharram

DEATHS:
Mary Lee Fankhauser, mother of Tyson Fankhauser, died on August 1st 

RELATIVES & FRIENDS:  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Nolan Thomas Dewire (friend of Bruce Bales)
Gary Mark (father of Todd Mark) 
Gail Anderson (friend of Joni Pinkham)
Celina (friend of Jen Juhasz)
Family of Jim Findley
Jackie Fritze (sister in law of Carolyn Collins)
Monica Mancy & Family (friends of CPC)
Mrs. Edna Annanry (sister of Comfort Ofori)
Gail Williamson (niece of Carolyn Collins)
Joyce Starr (friend of Chris Vischer)
Lindsay Robertson Smith (former CPC member)
Andrew Stambaugh (son of Rick Stambaugh)
Carol Hunt (sister of Barb Easterly)
The World and our Government (Howie Wharram)
Gretchen Grana (friend of Jacquie Oiler)
Daughter of Carole Gildemeister
Mary Robinson (friend of Nanci Poling)
Sam Tekyimensah (friend of Comfort Ofori)
Loraine Gilley (friend of Bill Drake)
Stevie Linville (nephew of Kim Dedo)
Ryan Blocher (son of Carolyn Collins)
Alex (nephew of Jane & Phil Mintun)
Harel Carrier (friend of Bill Drake)
Terry Drake (brother of Bill Drake)



[bookmark: _Hlk223012559]If you would like to be a part of the Prayer Team or need information, contact Judd Collins at 734-807-2602 or sijjsi@yahoo.com



ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

All women of the CPC are invited to Deborah Circle on Wednesday, September 9th at noon for a kick-off salad lunch. The nine months study this year is United Through Christ, Bound to Each Other: Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians written by Rhonda Mawhood Lee. Study books will be available at the first meeting or from Carol Gildemeister for $14.

CRASE Training (Civilian Response to Active Shooter Event): Christ Presbyterian Church will host a training session on what to do in case of an active shooter emergency on Thursday, September 17th from 3:00-5:00pm. Please consider attending this important event sponsored by the Safety Committee and endorsed by the Session.

Book Studies Coming up: Join us on Tuesdays at 10:00am beginning on September 22nd. Our first book is Theo of Golden by Allen Levi, and we will discuss it on September 22 and 29. The second book is Divided Allegiance: What Happens When the Church Forgets Who It Serves, by Landon Whitsitt; this will be a 5-week study during October and into November. Both books are available through the Church Office and cost $14 each.

Music Ministry: Our choirs will be starting back up and we need singers and ringers!  Handbell and Chancel Choirs (high school - adult) rehearse on Thursdays at 6:15 and 7:15 respectively.  Youth Choir (elementary - high school) rehearses on Sunday after our 10:00 service.  Beginner instruction is available for any interested in ringing handbells who have not rung before.  Watch for more information or contact Mark Mathias. 

CPC Artist: Our next free, instructor led canvas painting class for children ages 4 and up will be September 2nd at 4:30PM. To register, please contact Catherine at 513-659-9253.

CPC dinner groups will be formed and begin in September 2026. If you have been a member in past years, please sign the list again. Group assignments will be sent to your email and then the fun begins. Please sign up on the forms in the narthex or contact Diane McClellan at 419-460-3412 or dianefrogs@aol.com. 

Our Kick Off Sunday Picnic and resumption of the 8:30AM service will be on September 13th. Join us after the 10AM service for food, fun and fellowship!
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