CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH NEWSLETTER
JUNE 2026


DEVOTIONAL:
The origin of Father’s Day is linked to Christianity. Like other important holidays filled with Christian themes and events, Father’s Day, too, was founded to celebrate the ideals of fatherhood set forth in Scripture. Thank you, DAD for being my father!


PASTORAL REFLECTION—227th General Assembly of the PCUSA
[image: ]Every two years the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) meets to address and discern the business of the Church and denomination. This year’s Assembly will begin on June 22nd with remote and online committee meetings as commissioners begin to discuss and debate matters of business for the Assembly to address as a whole. 

Eleven committees will handle overtures from across the denomination and make recommendations to the Assembly. Then the discernment happens through orderly debate and voting. The Climate and Environmental Justice Committee will deal with matters pertaining to the care of the earth and effect of continued use of fossil fuels. The Constitutional Interpretation Committee will handle matters pertaining to how the constitution (Book of Order) is interpreted. Financial Stewardship and Witness will deal with matters of finance, stewardship, and responsible investment. There are committees dealing with several matters of social justice. And two committees will deal with the marks of being Reformed Christians in the United States and in the World.

Every Assembly tends to have a pretty hefty agenda. Commissioners and advisory delegates from across the country and around the world work tirelessly to wade through all the business over the course of several days. The in-person work begins in Milwaukee, Wisconsin on Saturday, June 27th and will go through Thursday, July 2nd. The final item of business before the Assembly will be electing new Co-Moderators who will be the face of the denomination for the coming two years. There are four candidate teams standing to be elected as Co-Moderators of the PCUSA; among them is our former Associate Pastor Kris Schondelmeyer.

As the time gets closer, we will have bulletin inserts from The Presbyterian Outlook which will outline the business before the Assembly and the actions the Assembly took during its meeting. These inserts will likely be included in worship on June 21st and sometime in mid-July. It will be my privilege and pleasure to take a week of study leave to attend the General Assembly in Milwaukee and bear witness to the work of God’s Holy Spirit as business is addressed and discernment is practiced. Mark your calendars for June 22nd through July 2nd and keep the proceedings of this year’s General Assembly in your prayers.

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Ruth
SUMMER WORSHIP REMINDER:
Summer worship began on Pentecost Sunday, May 24th with only one service at 10AM. We will resume two worship services on September 13th.


FATHER’S DAY SUNDAY:
As usual, Father’s Day Coffee Hour will be all about Pies!  We welcome everyone who would like to bring a pie or pies to do so on Sunday, June 21st to celebrate all the fathers in our congregation. 


NOISY OFFERING:
The Noisy Offering, an offering of loose change and maybe some quieter, foldable gifts, is typically received on the second Sunday each month during the opening of worship. The Community Committee has designated our youth to receive this offering for the months of June and July to help offset costs of their trip to Montreat, North Carolina for this year’s Youth Conference, which is open to both Junior High and High School students. We appreciate everyone’s support of our young people and their spiritual formation.


FRIENDS OF THE GROOM—SAVE THE DATE!
[image: ]Mark your calendars and plan to attend a special weekend as we welcome the Christian theater troupe Friends of the Groom on October 16th – 18th. The weekend will be packed with a theatrical program on Friday night with a dessert reception and a workshop on Saturday with lunch. Friends of the Groom will be with us in worship on the morning of Oct. 18th. This weekend is for people of every age and we will be inviting our neighbors from across town and the presbytery. The Memorial Committee, with Session approval, is underwriting this event, so there will be little to no cost to participants. 


KITCHEN PROTOCOLS:
Our kitchen areas stay pretty busy throughout the week with various events. Please be
mindful of “borrowing” items between kitchens—if you take a utensil from one kitchen
for use in the other, please be sure to return it to the original kitchen area. Also, if you
bring food in to place in the refrigerator or freezer, please ensure that it is clearly labeled
and dated (especially for freezer use). Any unmarked food items that are placed in the
freezers will be considered fair game for use by another group.


NEW MEMBER RECEPTION:
New Members will be received in worship on Sunday, June 21st.  If you would like to unite with this congregation, please contact Pastor Ruth (ruthcpctoledo@gmail.com or 806-893-4261).  
COMMUNITY COMMITTEE:
On June 14th the Community Committee is planning to pack hygiene kits for 419 cares to
distribute to homeless people downtown. We will be packing a toothbrush, toothpaste, a wash
cloth, soap and shampoo in to a zip lock bag. This will be done at coffee hour and the bags will
be taken downtown the following weekend. Anyone who is interested in going can contact
Mary Goldberger. Those who wish to help defray the cost of the supplies can drop their
donation off at the church office or place it in the collection plate.
 

[image: ]SAVE THE DATE:
On October 10th, our congregation and volunteers from Christ the King will be participating in Let’s Build Beds. This organization makes beds for children who do not have a bed of their own to sleep on. There is a significant need for this in the city of Toledo and the surrounding area. In August, the Community Committee is collecting twin size sheets, mattress pads, blankets and pillows. The bedding must be new and should fit a twin sized bed. Be on the lookout for summer sales! 


STEWARDSHIP:
Here are the financial figures for January – April 2026

	Total Income		$166,844.67
	Total Expenses	$182,657.44
	Net Income	            ($ 15,812.77)


ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE:

Spring Property Updates:
The church is bustling with activity as we move through the spring season. Several major property improvements are underway, including the restoration of our beautiful stained-glass windows, which occurred in mid-April. We are also preparing for parking lot renovations scheduled for the last week of June, which will include grading work and widening parking spaces for better accessibility. During the time the work is being done, we will have to use the doors at the back of the church and the back-parking lot. We thank you in advance for your patience and understanding during this project. Inside the church, a new Chapel Organ has been ordered and is expected to arrive in July. This project was made possible through the coordination of the Memorial and Worship Committees, with the Memorial Committee initiating and identifying the specific memorial funds to be used for the purchase. 

Financial & Administrative News:
In administrative matters, the church successfully transitioned to a new insurance provider as of April 1st, a move that enhances several coverages and helps streamline the coverages with a small reduction in premium. While Per Capita Sunday took place in April, we want to remind the congregation that contributions to this fund are vital for our connectional church mission. If you have not yet had the opportunity to submit your Per Capita payment, your contribution would be greatly appreciated to help us meet our shared obligations. Looking ahead, a framed photo of Pastor Tom will soon be added to our gallery of prior pastors. Finally, work continues on updating our wedding materials and pricing to ensure our services remain well-aligned and organized for the community.

 
VISION & STRATEGY COMMITTEE:
Meetings will begin meeting every second Tuesday at 6:30PM through December. Zoom attendance is available. The link is available upon clicking on the meeting on the church calendar located on the website on the Resources page. 

Community Events & Outreach:
The Vision & Strategy Committee is exploring several new initiatives to engage our congregation and neighbors. We are currently in the early planning phases for a Spaghetti Supper, with potential dates being considered for the fall or February timeframe. Other exciting possibilities under exploration include a Toledo Opera performance in early spring, a community car show, and a "Love Your Neighbors" speaker series focused on community connection. Additionally, the committee is looking into local recycling opportunities and the potential for hosting Farmers Markets, especially since other local venues have become unavailable.

Strategic Growth & Digital Presence:
To better share our mission, we are making strategic updates to our digital and physical presence. Our Vision Statement will soon be featured prominently on the church website to welcome all visitors, and we are continuing to enhance our outreach through dedicated social media efforts. Mark your calendars for Dedication Sunday on October 18, which will serve as a meaningful time to celebrate our shared goals.

Regarding our recent apparel drive, total sales were excellent with a total of 55 shirts ordered. If you have ordered a shirt but have not yet received it, please see Diane McClennan or Keith Pearson. Extra t-shirts and polos are currently available in the office for purchase. Looking ahead, we are exploring another order in the early fall which would include long-sleeved shirts and other options for cool weather wear. We encourage everyone to wear their church gear for Kick-off Sunday on September 13th to show our unified spirit.
	


CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRY:

Worship Leaders & Summer Acolytes needed for Summer:
Youth liturgists and Acolytes are needed through the first Sunday of September. Please use the links in the weekly constant contact to select the date that works best for you and sign up to play a meaningful role in worship!
Neighbor Nights: 
[image: ]Pull Up a Seat Retreat June 21st - 25th from 5:30PM - 8:30PM. Join us for dinner, fellowship, faith formation and fun! This is an intergenerational time to gather in community with all ages, all are welcome. Register using the QR code below.

The Pull Up a Seat Retreat encourages participants to envision how they can create space for themselves and others, understanding that there are countless ways to include everyone, even in the absence of a physical table. If Jesus serves as the table setter, we are invited to pull up a seat and take our place. This metaphorical act of pulling up a seat does not make us passive dinner guests. We are invited to be active participants where we know those around us and we ourselves are known. Each of us has a role to play. As Christians, how can we ensure we’re not only pulling up our own seats, but also making room for others? Sometimes that means offering our voice and presence on behalf of those who feel they don’t yet have a seat at the table.

Deuteronomy 6:6–8 follows the Shema—the commandment to love the Lord your God with all
your heart, soul, and might—and calls the people of God to pass this love along: “Keep these
words that I am commanding you today in your heart. Recite them to your children and talk
[image: ]about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise.” (NRSV) This sacred charge is still ours today. God desires a relationship with us, and we are called to share about God’s desire to be in relationship with the next generation—not just through words and stories, but through the rhythms of daily life. Through participating in the Pull Up a Seat Retreat, you are invited to participate fully in living out this command. We hope you will accept the invitation to love God and share that love with others in all that we do. 


Youth Fundraisers:
THANK YOU!! Huge thank you to everyone that supported our youth fundraisers!!

· We raised $1,364 with our envelope fundraiser!
· Our Mulch fundraiser added $1,728.95 to our Montreat Funds! Special thanks to Mason Mauk and his fraternity brothers who did the heavy lifting getting mulch to each address. We also want to thank Bob Burnett, Jim Doughton and Howie Wharram who provided trucks and made our pick up and deliveries happen!
· The Krispy Kreme fundraiser brought in $388. Special shout out to our top seller Laurie Barnett who shared our order form at work and helped us raise some serious “dough”! If you missed out on the Krispy Kreme donuts, we have a few gift certificates for $16 that you can redeem anytime for a dozen original glazed donuts. Email Jencpctoledo@gmail.com if you would like one.
· We also want to thank those of you who have gifted funds marked “youth” to the church, just because. Your generous support is greatly appreciated! All funds raised will be used to fund our youth trip to Montreat Summer Youth Conference August 2nd - 8th.


MUSIC MINISTRY:

A Festival of Hymns: The Writers Tell Their Stories.
[image: ]On Sunday, June 14th our service will be a hymn service. This is a unique service that features significant hymn writers through the ages, from the 4th century through the 20th century, telling their stories in the first person. Each writer will share their story and then our chancel choir will lead us in singing a hymn by that person. 

Join us as we lift our hearts and voices in praise to God through hymns 
and learn about these hymn writers.

Summer Choir:
Sing with our choir on June 7th, 21st or 28th.  Join us for practice at 9:10AM in the sanctuary then sing an anthem for that day's worship. The anthems are appealing and easily learned. The choir will NOT wear robes on those Sundays.


Thank you, Choirs!
Thank you to our choirs (Youth, Chancel, and Handbell) and musicians for sharing their talents and leading us in worship! Our Youth and Handbell Choirs have finished for the year and our Chancel Choir will take their summer break soon. Choirs will resume rehearsals in the fall.  Consider trying out one of choirs this fall--we need new singers and ringers! For more information contact Mark Mathias (markcpctoledo@gmail.com).


[image: ]MEETINGS IN JUNE:
Deacons—Tuesday, June 2nd at 3:30PM
Worship—Wednesday, June 3rd at 3PM
Community—Tuesday, June 9th at 5PM
Personnel—Wednesday, June 10th at 5PM
Education—Wednesday, June 10th at 6PM
Session—Tuesday, June 16th at 6:30PM
Administration—Wednesday, June 17th at 6:30PM
The staff meet weekly on Wednesdays at 10:30AM



PRAYER GATHERING:
Join us Tuesdays at 7PM in the chapel as we gather to lift up prayers. Beth Bedwell and Howie Wharram will be leading. Prayer requests can be sent to Howie at Jeffery_1972@yahoo.com. 


CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS:
These CPC members are celebrating a birthday this month and we wish them a wonderful year ahead:

Beverly Cowell; Louise Ehrick; Pat Grizaniuk; Larry Zaiser; Norma Doughton 6/1; Kerry Hupp 6/1; Christopher Huffman 6/3; Bob Lydy 6/5; Hattie Kate Howell 6/11; Chris Gaynor 6/12; Joni Pinkham 6/15; Susan Burklow 6/18; Howie Wharram 6/19; Brad Johnson 6/21; Allison Johnson 6/22; Mason Mauk 6/23; Karen Ehrick 6/24; Nanci Poling 6/26; Travis Zeh 6/27; Carolyn Collins 6/28; Wayne Mauk 6/29.
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CARE AND CONCERN:

Homebound:
Mary Ignat, Jama Roman, Peg Locker, Harry Tubbs, Kathy McGannon

Ongoing concerns:
Jim Burns, Allison Johnson, Kay Sellers, Judd Collins, Bill Drake, Jack Rogers, Dave McClellan, Richard Stambaugh, Sherry Gilbert, Barbara & Richard Brownlee, Don & Sandy Townsend, Margie Olson, Kathy Batdorf, Stephanie & Jenny Bell, Jim & Sanda Findley, Jean Oldham, Bruce Wharram, Katie Wharram

Relatives & friends:
Joyce Starr (friend of Chris Vischer)
Valerie Pope (sister of Judd Collins)
Lindsay Robertson Smith (former CPC member)
Andrew Stambaugh (son of Rick Stambaugh)
Carol Hunt (sister of Barb Easterly)
Carolyn Boyd (sister in law of Jacquie Oiler)
The World and our Government (Howie Wharram)
Gretchen Grana (friend of Jacquie Oiler)
Ron Woodfill (friend of Hattie Kate Howell)
Daughter of Carole Gildemeister
Mary Robinson (friend of Nanci Poling)
Sam Tekyimensah (friend of Comfort Ofori)
Loraine Gilley (friend of Bill Drake)
Stevie Linville (nephew of Kim Dedo)
Ryan Blocher (son of Carolyn Collins)
Alex (nephew of Jane & Phil Mintun)
Harel Carrier (friend of Bill Drake)
Terry Drake (brother of Bill Drake)
Aaron Grizaniuk (son of Pat & Tony Grizaniuk)


CLOSING PRAYER:
[image: ]Lord, we pray specifically for fathers and fatherhood across our land. Your Word clearly instructs fathers to bring up their children in the discipline and instruction of the Lord (Ephesians 6:4). Bless our DADS living and dead!
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