




GATHERING MUSIC                                                                                            	Mark Mathias

Camera on Pulpit
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    	Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
 Upcoming meetings this week: Prayer Group Monday at 4:30pm; Grief Share on Monday at 6pm; Session on Tuesday at 6:30pm


Camera on Musician(s)
PRELUDE                                                      Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy – arr. D. Hustad	
(I Will Arise and God to Jesus)
	
Right away at beginning of Prelude
BRINGING IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST                                                                           Acolyte
Ruth

Text on Slide 	
CALL TO WORSHIP 	Kim Dedo
Listen, people of God!
Hear the wonders of our Creator!
God split the sea;
walls of water towered above.
God guided our ancestors in faith:
clouds by day, lightning by night. 
God split open the rock;
water flowed like rivers.
God split open the heavens and met earth. 
God meets us still.

Text on Slide 
PRAYER OF THE DAY	Kim Dedo 
God of living water, we gather, thirsting for you. Your well is deep; your spring ever-flowing. Complete our joy; refine our desires. Fill our cup with love for one another as we travel your paths of salvation. Amen.


Camera on Choir | Hymn Text on Slide 
*OPENING HYMN #87       	                                                   Comfort, Comfort, Now My People


Camera on Lectern
READ BY:                                                                                                                       Kim Dedo
In the Reformed Tradition, when we worship, we confess not only our own sin,
but that of the world, in the confidence that God’s grace will abound.
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Camera on Lectern			
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*CALL TO CONFESSION	                                                                                        	Kim Dedo
God does not take pleasure in our suffering or delight in our failures but bids us to turn back to God’s way and find eternal life. Let us make our confession.

Text on Slide 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                        Kim Dedo	 
Holy God, we confess to you: We are not of the same mind. We do not share the same love.  We act in selfish ambition and do not regard others as better than ourselves. We have not looked to the interests of others instead of ourselves. We do not embrace the humility of Jesus Christ. Forgive us. Continue to be at work in us, that we might serve each other as you served us, and reflect your glory in this world. Amen.

Text on Slide 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON	Jen Juhasz
When we lift up our souls to God, God does not put us to shame. God forgives us, leads us in the truth, and leads us in what is right.
Thanks be to God! Amen.

Response Music/Text on Slide 
[bookmark: m_4922998363289478976__Hlk238040416]*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE #582           Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines On Me
Please see monitors

Camera wide angle from back of sanctuary
*PASSING OF THE PEACE                                                                    	Jen Juhasz
May the peace of Christ be with you. And also, with you.


Camera on Lectern
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 	Kim Dedo                         
Faithful God, how blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. Sanctify us by your Word and Spirit so that we may glorify you in the company of the faithful; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


Text on Slide 
GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 21: 23-32 (NT 23)	Kim Dedo
 When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.

28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his mind and went. 30 The father went to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw it you did not change your minds and believe him.


ANTHEM	Renew Your People, O Lord – R. Currie
Chancel Choir
The congregation is invited to join in singing the refrain when indicated


Text on Slide 
RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 25:1-9 (OT 492)	Kim Dedo
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
O my God, in you I trust;
do not let me be put to shame;
do not let my enemies exult over me.
Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame;
let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.
Make me to know your ways, O Lord;
teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation;
for you I wait all day long.
Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love, for they have been from of old.
Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
according to your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of your goodness, O Lord!
Good and upright is the Lord;
therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
He leads the humble in what is right and teaches the humble his way.
	


Camera on Prayground/front by pulpit 
MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN		Jen Juhasz



OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 (OT 769)	Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
The word of the Lord came to me: 2 What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3 As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4 Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins who shall die…

Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26 When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed, they shall die. 27 Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28 Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29 Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31 Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live.



Camera on Pulpit
SERMON		“Turn, Then, and Live”
Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin



Hymn/Text on Slide 
HYMN #163	Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice



Text on Slide 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH     	Philippians 2:1-11
 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of others. 5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
6 who, though he existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, assuming human likeness. And being found in appearance as a human, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. Therefore, God exalted him even more highly and gave him the name that is above every other name, so that at the name given to Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



Music/Text on Slide 
CALL TO PRAYER	Kum ba yah
Kum by yah, my Lord, kum ba yah . . .
Someone’s praying Lord, kum ba yah . . .



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                  Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin	
We pray in the name of Jesus, who taught his disciples to pray with the boldness of children saying: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.


Camera on Pulpit 
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP 	
[image: ][please show the QR code for about 30 seconds at the time of offering and then resume showing organist or wide angle of congregation]
In grateful response to God’s grace and mercy, we make our offerings of time, talent, and treasure to the Lord. Your gifts will be used in the mission and ministry of this congregation and according to God’s will and call. You may place your gift in the offering plate as it is passed or contribute through the church’s QR code.                                                              

OFFERTORY                                                 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty – arr. P. Rodriguez
Denise Mathias - piano


Music/Text on Slide 
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE #607                              Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow
Please see monitors    

Camera on center of floor in front of communion table 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                                    Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin	


Music/Text on Slide 
CLOSING HYMN #767                                                                                     Together We Serve


Camera on center of floor in front of communion table 
*CHARGE & BENEDICTION                                                                   Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin	                     


Music/Text on Slide 
*SENDING SONG #539                                                          We Will Go Out with Joy, Stanza 1                                  


*CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT OF CHRIST TO THE WORLD  	Acolyte

Camera on organist
[bookmark: bookmark=id.2et92p0]*POSTLUDE                                                                	Sing Praise to God – arr. P. Laubengayer




Copyrights
[bookmark: _Hlk166047079]I Will Arise and God to Jesus (Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy) – arr. D. Hustad © 1971 Hope Publ. Co.; Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines On Me  - P. M. Vasile ©2008 MennoMedia Inc.; Renew Your People, O Lord – Music - R. Currie, Text L. Welch ©1983 GIA Publ., Inc.; Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice –  Text by Carl P. Daw, Jr. ©1989 Hope Publ. Co.; Praise to the Lord, the Almighty – arr. P. Rodriguez ©1991 Beckenhorst Press, Inc.; Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow - Text:  Neil Weatherhogg. ©1988 Presbyterian Publ./Westminster John Knox/Geneva Press; Together We Serve – by Daniel C. Damon.  © 1998, Hope Publ. Co.; We Will Go Out with Joy - © 2003 Andrew Donaldson and Hilary Seraph Donaldson; Sing Praise to God – arr. P. Laubengayer - © 2005 MorningStar Music Publ./Birnamwood Publ.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-715066 and CCLI 2702020. All rights reserved.  Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License and CCLI. 
[bookmark: _Hlk192082257] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]
PRAYER CONCERNS & REQUESTS
CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

[bookmark: _Hlk206575684]HOMEBOUND: 
Mary Ignat, Jama Roman, Peg Locker, Harry Tubbs, Kathy McGannon

ON GOING CONCERNS: 
Jim Burns, Allison Johnson, Kay Sellers, Judd Collins, Bill Drake, Dave McClellan, Richard Stambaugh, Sherry Gilbert, Barbara & Richard Brownlee, Don & Sandy Townsend, Margie Olson, Kathy Batdorf, Stephanie & Jenny Bell, Sanda Findley, Jean Oldham, Bruce Wharram, Katie Wharram

DEATHS:
Andrea Moen, sister of CPC Member Allison Johnson, died on September 9th 

RELATIVES & FRIENDS:  
Jane Lawson Larton (friend of Chris Vischer)
Nolan Thomas Dewire (friend of Bruce Bales)
Gary Mark (father of Todd Mark) 
Gail Anderson (friend of Joni Pinkham)
Celina (friend of Jen Juhasz)
Family of Jim Findley
Jackie Fritze (sister in law of Carolyn Collins)
Monica Mancy & Family (friends of CPC)
Mrs. Edna Annanry (sister of Comfort Ofori)
Gail Williamson (niece of Carolyn Collins)
Lindsay Robertson Smith (former CPC member)
Andrew Stambaugh (son of Rick Stambaugh)
Carol Hunt (sister of Barb Easterly)
The World and our Government (Howie Wharram)
Gretchen Grana (friend of Jacquie Oiler)
Daughter of Carole Gildemeister
Mary Robinson (friend of Nanci Poling)
Sam Tekyimensah (friend of Comfort Ofori)
Loraine Gilley (friend of Bill Drake)
Stevie Linville (nephew of Kim Dedo)
Ryan Blocher (son of Carolyn Collins)
Alex (nephew of Jane & Phil Mintun)
Harel Carrier (friend of Bill Drake)
Terry Drake (brother of Bill Drake)



[bookmark: _Hlk223012559]If you would like to be a part of the Prayer Team or need information, contact Judd Collins at 734-807-2602 or sijjsi@yahoo.com



ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

CRASE Training (Civilian Response to Active Shooter Event): POSTPONED

Book Studies Coming up: Join us on Tuesdays at 10:00am Our first book is Theo of Golden by Allen Levi, and we will continue to discuss it on September 29th. The second book is Divided Allegiance: What Happens When the Church Forgets Who It Serves, by Landon Whitsitt; this will be a 5-week study during October and into November. Both books are available through the Church Office and cost $14 each.

Music Ministry: Our CHOIRS need singers and ringers! Come try us out and enjoy the benefits: meeting a great group of people, lifting your heart in praise to God, and having fun (yes, we have fun!) Handbell and Chancel Choirs (high school - adult) rehearse on Thursdays at 6:15 and 7:15 respectively. Chancel Choir rehearsals begin on Thursday, Sept. 10th and Handbell Choir rehearsals begin the following Thursday, Sept. 17TH.  Youth Choir (elementary - high school) rehearses on Sunday after our 10:00 service beginning Sunday Sept. 20th. Beginner instruction is available for any interested in ringing handbells who have not rung before. Watch for more information or contact Mark Mathias.

Upcoming Memorial Services: There will be a memorial service for Jim Findley on Friday, October 2nd at 11AM. Visitation will begin at 9AM. There will also be a memorial service for Mary Lee Fankhauser, mother of CPC Member, Tyson Fankhauser, on Friday, October 16th at 10AM. There will be a reception to follow in Scott Hall.

Annual Wharram Bonfire: Karen and Howard Wharram will host their annual bonfire party Saturday, October 3, 2026. Live music will begin at 4PM. Our address is 13151 North Suder Rd., LaSalle, MI. Call 734.241.6316 or speak with Karen or Howard for more information.

Community Bed Build: On October 10th we will be partnering with Christ the King to build 30 beds for children who don’t have a place of their own to sleep. All are welcome to participate and no skills are needed.

Friends of the Groom: On October 16th – 18th, we will be welcoming the Christian Theater Company, Friends of the Groom, to CPC for a performance, workshop, and worship. The weekend will be packed with a theatrical program on Friday night with a dessert reception and a workshop on Saturday with lunch. Friends of the Groom will be with us in worship on Sunday morning
the 18th. This weekend is for people of every age and we will be inviting our neighbors
from across town and the presbytery.
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