




GATHERING MUSIC                                                                                            Mark Mathias


WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    	Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
Attendance Cards, upcoming meetings this week: Bible Study Tuesday at 10:30am; Prayer Group Tuesday at 6:00pm; Session Tuesday at 6:30pm; Education Committee Wednesday at 6pm; 


PRELUDE                         Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus (JEFFERSON) – arr. C. Moklebust	
Handbell Choir; Carter Adams, Roman - percussion
	
Right away at beginning of Prelude
BRINGING IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST                                                                           Acolyte
Adam

Camera on Lectern
CALL TO WORSHIP	Jen Juhasz
Today we rejoice in the foremothers of Jesus, women who served as powerful midwives to the movement of your kin-dom.
We celebrate and sing loud their praise.
We laugh like Sarah in unexpected joy.
We outwit our oppressors like Tamar.
We resist evil like Shiphrah and Puah.
We work holy mischief like Jochebed and Miriam.
We wisely conspire with God like Rahab.
We remain loyal and strong like Ruth.
We choose survival and resilience like Bathsheba.
We claim our power and agency like Esther.
We rejoice at what God has done like Elizabeth. And as we invite God to use us as vessels
during the inbreaking of God’s kin-dom,
we live into abundant faithfulness like Mary.


PRAYER OF THE DAY	 Jen Juhasz
Everlasting God, you have been our God through the ages. From generation to generation, we praise you. You created us in your divine image. From generation to generation, we celebrate your name. And despite our failings, you have always loved us anyway. From generation to generation, we cry out in thanks. We continue to prepare for the coming of Christ. From generation to generation, in the past, present, and future. We ask you to open our hearts. From generation to generation, we call out your name. That you might fill us with your love. From generation to generation, we rely on your grace. Give us courage to continue telling and retelling the story of your kin-dom, from generation to generation. Amen.


Camera on Choir
*OPENING HYMN #83  	Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus



Camera on Lectern
[bookmark: _GoBack]READ BY:                                                                                                 	Jen Juhasz
In the Reformed Tradition, when we worship, we confess not only our own sin,
but that of the world, in the confidence that God’s grace will abound.
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*CALL TO CONFESSION	                                                                                       Jen Juhas
In humility we are called to confess our sin, reaching out in penitence to our Lord and Savior. Trusting in the merciful love of God, let us pray together. 


*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (inspired by Matthew 1:1-11)	Jen Juhasz
Merciful God, you have been present with your people for generations. All the way back to the garden, you were present. Even when we slipped into sinful behavior, you were present. All the way back to Abraham, you were present and promised he would be a blessing. Throughout the generations, through thick and thin, righteousness and sin, you have been present with your people. When our sin became too much to bear, you sent your Son into the world to dwell with us, to teach us your way of love. Lord, even now we wrestle with our own sin. Be present and forgive us, and lead us into your ways, for your name’s sake.  Amen.


*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE #123                                It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 
Stanza 3  
Please see monitors
                                            

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON	Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
From generation to generation, the Lord has been present with us, guiding us, healing us, and forgiving us. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!


*PASSING OF THE PEACE                                                                    Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
May the peace of Christ be with you. And also, with you.


LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF JOY	The Russeau Family
Today we light the candle of joy. Long ago, in an Israel occupied by the Roman Empire, the God of Abraham and Sarah decided to do something wonderful.
In the town of Bethlehem, God came to dwell among us in the infant Jesus, joy wrapped in bands of cloth lying in a manger.
As we journey toward Bethlehem this Advent season, as we prepare for the coming of Christ, in the past, present, and future, may we open our hearts to the joy of God’s laughter, the delightful mischief of the Holy Spirit.
May joy abide in our hearts and shine through our words and actions this Advent season.
Amen.

ADVENT CANDLE SONG                             Light One Candle: Christ Is Coming – S. Ahner
Please see monitors

[bookmark: bookmark=id.30j0zll]MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN 		                                                               Jen Juhasz

Camera on Lectern
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 	Jen Juhasz                        
O God, as we listen to the words of the prophet Isaiah, may we be lifted up in hope and assured of your love in the promise of a child who will come to change the world. This is the child for whom we wait and watch. Amen.



A Service of Advent Lessons and Carols


Isaiah 60:1-5
Arise, shine, for your light has come,
    and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
2 For darkness shall cover the earth
    and thick darkness the peoples,
but the Lord will arise upon you,
    and his glory will appear over you.
3 Nations shall come to your light
    and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4 Lift up your eyes and look around;
    they all gather together; they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
    and your daughters shall be carried in their nurses’ arms.
5 Then you shall see and be radiant;
    your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you;
    the wealth of the nations shall come to you.


The Longing - B. Arbaugh/D. Nolan
Chancel Choir, Eden Treado - bassoon


Isaiah 11:1-9    (Responsive Reading)
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
    the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
    the spirit of counsel and might,
    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see
    or decide by what his ears hear,
4 but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor
    and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
    and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist
    and faithfulness the belt around his loins.
6 The wolf shall live with the lamb;
    the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
the calf and the lion will feed together,
    and a little child shall lead them.
7 The cow and the bear shall graze;
    their young shall lie down together;
    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
    and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
9 They will not hurt or destroy
    on all my holy mountain,
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
    as the waters cover the sea.

A Shoot Shall Come Forth – R. Horn


Isaiah 65:17-25 
For I am about to create new heavens
    and a new earth;
the former things shall not be remembered
    or come to mind.
18 But be glad and rejoice forever
    in what I am creating,
for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy
    and its people as a delight.
19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem
    and delight in my people;
no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it
    or the cry of distress.
20 No more shall there be in it
    an infant who lives but a few days
    or an old person who does not live out a lifetime,
for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth,
    and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed.
21 They shall build houses and inhabit them;
    they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.
22 They shall not build and another inhabit;
    they shall not plant and another eat,
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be,
    and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands.
23 They shall not labor in vain
    or bear children for calamity, 
for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord—
    and their descendants as well.
24 Before they call I will answer,
    while they are yet speaking I will hear.
25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together;
    the lion shall eat straw like the ox,
    but the serpent—its food shall be dust!
They shall not hurt or destroy
    on all my holy mountain,
            says the Lord.

Hymn:  O Day of Peace (GTG 373)


Isaiah 40:1-11 
Comfort, O comfort my people,
    says your God.
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
    and cry to her
that she has served her term,
    that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the Lord’s hand
    double for all her sins.
3 A voice cries out:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord;
    make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4 Every valley shall be lifted up,
    and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
    and the rough places a plain.
5 Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
    and all flesh shall see it together,
    for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
6 A voice says, “Cry out!”
    And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All flesh is grass;
    their constancy is like the flower of the field.
7 The grass withers; the flower fades,
    [[when the breath of the Lord blows upon it;
    surely the people are grass.
8 The grass withers; the flower fades,]] 
    but the word of our God will stand forever.
9 Get you up to a high mountain,
    O Zion, herald of good news; 
lift up your voice with strength,
    O Jerusalem, herald of good news; 
    lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
    “Here is your God!”
10 See, the Lord God comes with might,
    and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him
    and his recompense before him.
11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
    he will gather the lambs in his arms
and carry them in his bosom
    and gently lead the mother sheep.


Climb to the Top of the Highest Mountain - C. Jennings 
(adapted from Isaiah 40)
Youth and Chancel Choirs


Isaiah 64:1-9a
 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down,
    so that the mountains would quake at your presence—
2 as when fire kindles brushwood
    and the fire causes water to boil—
to make your name known to your adversaries,
    so that the nations might tremble at your presence!
3 When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,
    you came down; the mountains quaked at your presence.
4 From ages past no one has heard,
    no ear has perceived,
no eye has seen any God besides you,
    who works for those who wait for him.
5 You meet those who gladly do right,
    those who remember you in your ways.
But you were angry, and we sinned;
    because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
6 We have all become like one who is unclean,
    and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.
We all fade like a leaf,
    and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
7 There is no one who calls on your name
    or attempts to take hold of you,
for you have hidden your face from us
    and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.
8 Yet, O Lord, you are our Father;
    we are the clay, and you are our potter;
    we are all the work of your hand.
9 Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord,
    and do not remember iniquity forever.

A Prayer for Advent -  J. P. Williams


Isaiah 35:1-10          
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
    the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
like the crocus 2 it shall blossom abundantly
    and rejoice with joy and shouting.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
    the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the Lord,
    the majesty of our God.]] 
3 Strengthen the weak hands
    and make firm the feeble knees.
4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
    “Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
    He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
    He will come and save you.”
5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
    and the ears of the deaf shall be opened;
6 then the lame shall leap like a deer,
    and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness
    and streams in the desert;
7 the burning sand shall become a pool
    and the thirsty ground springs of water;
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp; 
    the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
8 A highway shall be there, 
    and it shall be called the Holy Way;
the unclean shall not travel on it, 
    but it shall be for God’s people; 
    no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.
9 No lion shall be there,
    nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
    but the redeemed shall walk there.
10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return
    and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
    they shall obtain joy and gladness,
    and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Cry Out, Zion – C. Nagy

Isaiah 7:10-15
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” 13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall name him Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good.

O Come Emmanuel – E. Hagenberg
                                                                         


PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 	Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin

THE LORD’S PRAYER	
We pray in the name of Jesus, who taught his disciples to pray with the boldness of children saying: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.


INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP 	Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
[image: ][please show the QR code for about 30 seconds at the time of offering and then resume showing organist or wide angle of congregation]
In grateful response to God’s grace and mercy, we make our offerings of time, talent, and treasure to the Lord. Your gifts will be used in the mission and ministry of this congregation and according to God’s will and call. You may place your gift in the offering plate as it is passed or contribute through the church’s QR code.                                                              

OFFERTORY                                                                                Keep Your Lamps - A. Thomas  
Chancel Choir, Carter Adams – percussion      
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, keep your lamps trimmed and burning,
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning the time is drawing nigh.
Children, don’t get weary; children, don’t get weary;
Children, don’t get weary ‘til your work is done.
Christian, journey soon be over; Christian, journey soon be over;
Christian, journey soon be over the time is drawing nigh.

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE #143                                              Angels, from the Realms of Glory   
Stanza 4
All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son,
Evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One:
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king!


*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  	Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin


*CLOSING HYMN #107 	Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn
Stanzas 1, 2 & 4
	 
*CHARGE & BENEDICTION	                     Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin

*SENDING SONG                                                                	He Came Down – Cameroon
He came down that we may have joy (three times)
Hallelujah forevermore.                                                            

*CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT OF CHRIST TO THE WORLD  	Acolyte
Adam

[bookmark: bookmark=id.2et92p0]*POSTLUDE                                                                	Love Will Come – arr. H. Helvey
Love will come and never will leave us . . .
Carter Adams, Mark Mathias – piano duet



Copyrights
Advent Candle Song: Light One Candle – S. Ahner ©1992 Abingdon Press; Awake! Awake! And Greet The New Morn- M. Hauge n ©1983 GIA Publ., Inc.;He Came Down - J. Bell ©1990 Iona Community / WGRG (North America)   Music Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-715066 and CCLI 2702020. All rights reserved.  Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License and CCLI.  





















PRAYER CONCERNS & REQUESTS
[bookmark: _Hlk166047079]CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

[bookmark: _Hlk206575684]HOMEBOUND: 
Mary Ignat, Jama Roman, Peg Locker, Harry Tubbs, Kathy McGannon

ON GOING CONCERNS: 
[bookmark: _Hlk214520249]Jim Burns, Gary Connor, Kay Sellers, Betsy Gouvernayre, Judd Collins, Bill Drake, Jack Rogers, Dee Tilley, Dave McClellan, Richard Stambaugh, Christine Vischer, Harry Tubbs, Sherry Gilbert, Barbara & Richard Brownlee, Don & Sandy Townsend, Margie Olson, Kathy Batdorf, Linda Bell, Stephanie & Jenny Bell, Jim & Sanda Findley, Jean Oldham, Bruce Wharram, Katie Wharram

[bookmark: _Hlk214520206]DEATHS:  
Anne White, sister of Jeannie Miner & former CPC member, died on November 17, 2025

RELATIVES & FRIENDS:  
[bookmark: _Hlk214520172]Sam Tekyimensah (friend of Comfort Ofori)
Loraine Gilley (friend of Bill Drake)
Stevie Linville (nephew of Kim Dedo)
Maverick (6-month-old friend of Kim Dedo)
Fred Heumann (Missionary)
Jim Armagast (father of Brandon Armagast)
Ann Saudmore (Hattie Kate Howell)
Judy Clendenin (mother of Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin)
Ryan Blocher (son of Carolyn Collins)
Alex (nephew of Jane & Phil Mintun)
Harel Carrier (friend of Bill Drake)
Terry Drake (brother of Bill Drake)
Perry Bates (friend of Tyson Fankhauser)
Robert Wagner (brother of Jim Wagner)
Anthoney & Danielle Ferrer (friends of Katie Wharram)
Terri Jo Schempf (niece of Carolyn Collins)
Jean Crisp (Howard Wharram)
Aaron Grizaniuk (son of Pat & Tony Grizaniuk)


If you would like to be a part of the Prayer Team or need
information, contact Dave Hendrix.






ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH


The Worship, Music and Arts Committee need volunteers for Ushers. Contact Bill Drake Head Usher email address duckkfeet@yahoo.com.


Feed Your Neighbor needs canned fruits and vegetables.

Advent Devotional:  A few copies are available at the church for $10 or you can purchase on your own. Visit the daily reading as we prepare for the gift of Christmas. The Advent Tree: Meeting Jesus in God’s Big Story. The link for the book and daily coloring pages can be found in the constant contact.

Deborah Circle: Join us every second Wednesday at 12:30PM. The study is called “Finding Resilience, Joy and our Identity in Jesus Christ” Lesson 4. Study books will be available for purchase.

Second Sunday Luncheon: Come let your body, mind and spirit be fed with food and fellowship TODAY after the service in Scott Hall. Santa & Mrs. Clause will also be making a guest appearance. We hope to see you there!


HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

There will be no 8:30AM service on December 14th, 21st and 28th. On December 14th there will be Advent Lessons and Carols. 

Wednesday, December 24th, Christmas Eve services will be 4PM Family Service and 7PM the Christmas Eve Service serving Communion.

On December 28th there will be Christmas Lessons and Carols. 

The 8:30 service will resume on January 4th.
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