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JULY 2026


DEVOTIONAL:
On the Fourth of July, the 250th celebration of our nation, let’s do fireworks and cookouts, parades and picnics. But primarily, may we as a nation heed the words of our first president and use this day as an opportunity to, as George Washington said, “…acknowledge the providence of our Almighty God, to obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore His protection and favor.”


PASTORAL REFLECTION:
Divided Allegiance: What Happens When the Church Forgets Who It Serves 
[image: ]It was my privilege to receive an advance copy of Landon Whitsitt’s new book, Divided Allegiance. Landon is a friend and colleague in ministry and it was humbling that he would ask me to preview his book and write a review for it. It was a good read. It made me want to read the short book of the Prophet Micah in the Old Testament. It made me want to dive into the Theological Declaration of Barmen to see just where and how it states that “Jesus alone is Lord.” The book was provocative and troubling, enlightening and instructive, thoughtful and introspective. It made me uncomfortable, it made me angry, and yet it somehow affirmed that I am human—that I struggle just like everyone else struggles, especially in matters of allegiance to God.

Whitsitt identifies patterns throughout ancient and modern history where the people of God have abandoned their loyalty to God alone, leaning into their fear that God’s power and sovereignty are not sufficient for whatever challenge is before them. For example, I think of Moses on Mount Sinai with the Lord and the people believing that he is not coming back so they panic and have Aaron fashion them a god from gold. Fear drove the people to seek out the idol that Aaron made. Yet the reality was that Moses returned to them, they had no reason to fear, for God was in control.

In his book, Leadership Without Easy Answers, Ron Heifetz defines leadership as “Taking people some place they wouldn’t ordinarily want to go.” This is exactly what Landon Whitsitt does so masterfully in his Divided Allegiance. Whitsitt challenges us to look at structures and systems that divide our allegiance to God and to ‘fess up to ourselves our own failures in loyalty to the Lord Jesus. He invites us to consider questions for a course correction so that Jesus is, indeed, Lord of our whole life. He invites us to live into Christian Hope and defines that hope this way: Christian hope is trust in God’s promised future producing faithful action in the present, regardless of whether we can control the outcomes (page 167).

The Session, at the recommendation of the Education Committee, has approved this book for a church-wide book study. We will be embarking on the book study journey this fall. I hope you will join one of the discussion groups to read, digest, discuss, and discern all that Reverend Whitsitt puts before us as readers. It really will be a blessing!

In closing, I just wanted to remind you that it will be my privilege and pleasure to take a week of study leave to attend the General Assembly in Milwaukee and bear witness to the work of God’s Holy Spirit as business is addressed and discernment is practiced. Please mark your calendars for June 22nd - July 2nd and keep the proceedings of this year’s General Assembly in your prayers.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Ruth



SESSION RECAP:
In an effort to keep you apprised of what’s going on at the church, we are introducing a
new article to let you know what Session is doing. Here are some highlights from the
June 16th meeting:

· Ratified a vote to approve an Ice Cream Social fundraiser for the Deacon fund on Sunday, July 19th after worship
· Approved a job description for a temporary accountant to cover duties while
· Amalya is on maternity leave later this year
· Approved a church-wide book study on Landon Whitsitt’s Divided Allegiance: What Happens When the Church Forgets Who It Serves
· Approved inviting Carol Nichols, the organizer of the “Love Your Neighbor” campaign to speak in late August
· Approved excavation of north yard along Sylvania Avenue so that parking lot drains properly



CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRY:
This summer families are receiving a devotional called "Meet me at the Fridge". Special Thanks to Dave McClellen and Norma Doughton for their work in putting this together.

We are hosting a Popsicle & Playground gathering on July 8th at 11:30AM for our former CPC Tuesday School Families.  

Noisy Offering collection on July 8th will support our youth attending the Montreat Summer Youth conference August 2nd - 8th.  The youth will be sharing their experience and leading worship on Aug. 16th. 

Mark your calendars and invite friends for our Back to School Blessing, August 23rd.

NOISY OFFERING:
The Noisy Offering, an offering of loose change and maybe some quieter, foldable gifts,
is typically received on the second Sunday each month during the opening of worship. The Community Committee has designated our youth to receive this offering for the months of June and July to help offset costs of their trip to Montreat, North Carolina for this year’s Youth Conference, August 2nd – 8th, which is open to both Junior High and High School
students. The youth will be sharing their experience and leading worship on August 16th. We appreciate everyone’s support of our young people and their spiritual formation.


FRIENDS OF THE GROOM – SAVE THE DATE!
Mark your calendars and plan to attend a special weekend as we welcome the Christian
theater troupe Friends of the Groom on October 16th – 18th. The weekend will be packed
with a theatrical program on Friday night with a dessert reception and a workshop on
Saturday with lunch. Friends of the Groom will be with us in worship on Sunday morning
the 18th. This weekend is for people of every age and we will be inviting our neighbors
from across town and the presbytery. The Memorial Committee, with Session approval,
is underwriting this event to facilitate little to no cost to participants.

.
LET’S BUILD BEDS – SAVE THE DATE!
[image: ]The Community/Mission Committee has scheduled Saturday, October 10th for a bed build. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend. We will also be collecting twin sized bedding to go along with our build contribution. Stay tuned for more details in the coming months. 





PARKING LOT RESURFACING –WEEK OF JULY 21ST:
Last fall, the Session approved funding to repair and resurface the front parking lot here
at the church. Weather permitting, we are scheduled to do this work the week of July 21st. We hope that it will take just a few days to complete so that our programming is only minimally impacted. During the time the work is being done, we will have to use the doors at the back of the church and the back-parking lot. We thank you in advance for your patience and understanding during this project.


PASTOR’S LEAVE AND VACATION: June 28th – July 7th 
Pastor Ruth will be on Study Leave for the 227th General Assembly of the PCUSA June
28th through July 2nd. She will then be taking some vacation time to be with family. She
will return to the office on Wednesday, July 8th. During Pastor Ruth’s absence, Janet
Brehm Taylor will cover for pastoral needs.

DEACON NEWS:
[image: ]The Deacons will be hosting an Ice Cream Social on July 19th during coffee hour.  Your donations will give a much-needed boost to The Deacon Fund. This fund will help CPC members when there is a financial personal need. Please come and enjoy a variety of ice cream flavors and toppings. See you there! 





SAFETY COMMITTEE:
The Safety Committee has added a few more safety features for our church in case of an emergency response at the advice of the TPD. We will have two AEDs. The new AED will be placed between the church office and closer to Hansen Hall located on the right wall by the bathrooms and moving the current AED to the Narthex area for faster response time if there is an emergency. The AED is an abbreviation for Automated External Defibrillator and is portable. It is a lifesaving medical device designed to analyze a person's heart rhythm and deliver a controlled electric shock if needed. This shock can restore a normal heartbeat in someone experiencing sudden cardiac arrest (SCA).  AEDs are safe, simple, and can be operated by anyone, even without medical training. The AED uses sensors/electrodes in the pads that are attached to the chest. The AED analyzes the heart's rhythms and determines if a shock is needed. The AED guides the user through pad placement and delivering the shock with clear voice and visual prompts. Sudden cardiac arrest can happen anywhere, anytime in public spaces. Without immediate help, SCA is nearly always fatal. AEDs can double or triple survival rates when used within the first few minutes.
 
Stop the Bleed Kits - The number one cause of preventable death after injury is bleeding.  Learning to stop the bleed is a lifesaving skill. They are stocked in our First Aid Kits.

Choking Devices for Infants, Youths and Seniors - The choking kits will be available for Scott and Hansen Halls. In an emergency when all choking techniques are used first, like the Heimlich Maneuver. If this does not work then an anti-choking device should be used to remove the obstacle. Anti-choking devices are designed to use negative pressure, or suction, to pull an obstruction out of the throat. The design generally consists of a mask or mouthpiece attached to a manual pump or plunger mechanism.

Narcan - In the case of an overdose, Narcan is used. This is stocked and up to date expirations in our First Aid Kits. 


THANKSGIVING DINNER:
It’s not too soon to be thinking about the holidays. For the last two years, we have been able to
host dinner at the church on Thanksgiving Day for members and their families who would
otherwise be alone for the holiday or may not want to prepare a big meal and would prefer to
instead join with others of their church family. The event has been well received and attended,
and we would like to guarantee that this can continue as an annual tradition. But in order for
this to occur, we will need to have more volunteers involved. It may not be possible for all of
you to be here at church on the holiday itself, but you might be able to prepare some of the
side dishes ahead of time and deliver them to the church, or set up the tables and decorations
the day before. In addition, there will be the need for 4 - 6 volunteers on Thanksgiving Day to
setup the meal (2PM – 4PM) or to clean up afterwards (4PM – 6PM). Before we can begin to
advertise this event, we will need to guarantee that we have the necessary help needed.
Please contact Jan Whitaker at (419) 475-1265 or email at janwhitaker@aol.com to pledge
your support and indicate how you may be able to help.


COFFEE HOUR:
[image: ]We continue to need folks to volunteer to host Coffee Hour following the 10AM Sunday worship. We need to spread the responsibility around so that the same folks don’t need to carry the burden.  If you agree to host a Coffee Hour, the refreshments need not be elaborate.  If you like to bake – great!  But if not, make it simple – store bought cookies or muffins are just fine.  Directions on how to make the coffee are posted in the Scott Hall kitchen.  If you would rather not do dishes and prefer to use paper products instead, that is acceptable.  And, if you feel unable to actually host the Coffee Hour but would like to donate refreshments, you can drop them off at church and we can set out things for you.  Remember to submit your receipts so that you can be reimbursed. Sheets for you to sign up to help are found in the narthex and Scott Hall.  If you have any questions or need some assistance, please contact Jan Whitaker at 419-475-1265 or email at janwhitaker@aol.com.  Thanks so much for volunteering. 



MEETINGS IN JULY:
Worship—Wednesday, July 8th at 3PM
Education—Wednesday, July 8th at 6PM
Administration—Wednesday, June 17th at 6:30PM
Session—Tuesday, July 28th at 6:30PM

The staff meet weekly on Wednesdays at 10:30AM
The prayer group meets weekly on Tuesdays at 7PM



STEWARDSHIP:
Here are the financial figures for January – May 2026

	Total Income 		$182,978.30
	Total Expenses            $224,233.05
	Net Income	           ($  41,254.75)
PRAYER GATHERING:
Join us Tuesdays at 7PM in the chapel as we gather to lift up in prayers. Beth Bedwell and Howie Wharram will be leading. Prayer requests can be sent to Howie at Jeffery_1972@yahoo.com 



COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE:
[image: ]Capture the heart and spirit of our church community through your lens! We are looking for passionate volunteer photographers to help tell our story. In this role, you will freeze moments of joy, worship, and connection during our Sunday services and special events. Your photos will bring our website, social media, and newsletters to life, helping newcomers see what makes our family so special. Whether you are a seasoned pro or a hobbyist looking to build your portfolio, we provide a welcoming space to use your gifts for a greater purpose. No professional gear is required—just a good eye and a heart for service. 



CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS:
These CPC members are celebrating a birthday this month and we wish them a wonderful year ahead:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sharon Olson; Connie Haberkamp 7/2; Ryan Bossenbroek 7/6; Shirley Boyer 7/6; Bruce Wharram 7/6; Kathy McGannon 7/13; Barbara Brownlee 7/14; Griffen Barkley 7/18; Carol Lydy 7/19; Debra Johnson 7/24; W. Granger Souder 7/25; Phil Mintun 7/26; Tim Pryor 7/26.



[image: ]















CARE AND CONCERN:

HOMEBOUND:
Mary Ignat, Jama Roman, Peg Locker, Harry Tubbs, Kathy McGannon

ONGOING CONCERNS:
Jim Burns, Gary Connor, Allison Johnson, Kay Sellers, Betsy Gouvernayce & Tim Pryor, Bill Drake, Dave McClellan, Richard Stambaugh, Christine Vischer, Harry Tubbs, Sherry Gilbert, Barbara & Richard Brownlee, Don & Sandy Townsend, Margie Olson, Kathy Batdorf, Stephanie & Jenny Bell, Jim & Sanda Findley, Jean Oldham, Bruce Wharram, Katie Wharram

DEATHS:
Jack Rogers, beloved CPC Member, died on Monday, June 8, 2026
Aaron Grizaniuk, son of CPC friends Pat & Tony Grizaniuk, died on Monday, June 1, 2026

RELATIVES & FRIENDS:
Edna Annanry (sister of Comfort Ofori)
Brian Willison (brother of Lee Murr)
Gail Williamson (niece of Carolyn Collins)
Joyce Starr (friend of Chris Vischer)
Lindsay Robertson Smith (former CPC member)
Andrew Stambaugh (son of Rick Stambaugh)
Carol Hunt (sister of Barb Easterly)
he World and our Government (Howie Wharram)
Gretchen Grana (friend of Jacquie Oiler)
Ron Woodfill (friend of Hattie Kate Howell)
Daughter of Carole Gildemeister
Mary Robinson (friend of Nanci Poling)
Sam Tekyimensah (friend of Comfort Ofori)
Loraine Gilley (friend of Bill Drake)
Stevie Linville (nephew of Kim Dedo)
Ryan Blocher (son of Carolyn Collins)
Alex (nephew of Jane & Phil Mintun)
Harel Carrier (friend of Bill Drake)
Terry Drake (brother of Bill Drake)



CLOSING PRAYER:
[image: ]On the Fourth of July, we are reminded of all those who have sacrificed for our freedom, following the example of your Son, Jesus Christ. Let us not take our freedom, both physical and spiritual, for granted. May we always remember that our freedom was purchased with a very high price.
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